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REGULAR MEETING
November 9, 2015

The Wethersfield Town Council held a meeting on &ober 9, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council
Chambers of the Town Hall.

Present: Councilors Bello, Hemmann, Hurley, LatiMartino, Rell, Spinella, Deputy Mayor Barry and
Mayor Montinieri.

Also present: Kathy Bagley, Director of Parks &cRmtion; Mike Turner, Town Engineer and Dolores
G. Sassano, Town Clerk.

All stood for the pledge of allegiance to the flalgich was led by Deputy Mayor Steve Barry.
Invocation given by Pastor Chris Skowronek from @&dpoint Church.

Mayor Paul Montinieri stated he would like to exdenecognition of outgoing Councilor Stathis
Manousos who has served the town with dedicatedcsefor six years. “It would be a fair statemsmt
say that it would be an understatement if peopeght that we agreed on a lot of things but Stashés
passionate leader in our community. His competisipirit, his energy and his contributions over|tss

six years have been very important to all of us Wwhee sat at the dais. | personally have greaects
for him. He’s a great family man, a great dadyeaghusband, very dedicated to our community and |
consider it a privilege to serve with him the whotee he’s been here. I'm pleased to provide dyrea
small token of appreciation to Stathis for his &anfrom the town.”

ADMINISTRATION OF THE OATH OF OFFICE TO COUNCILORS
Steve Barry, Amy Bello, Donna Hemmann, Mike Hurldgdi Latina, Tony Martino, Paul Montinieri,
Michael Rell, Anthony Spinella

PUBLIC COMMENTS

HEARING

GENERAL COMMENTS

Individual comments to outgoing Councilor StathiarMusos:

Councilor Hurley “I just want to say that | wasntwoed just be a friend to Stathis and sit nextirto for
the last six years. | know he assured our tovay, ist great financial health as the chairman oftthéget
and financial committee during our first two terared | want to thank him for bringing his energyatb
our council meetings.”

Deputy Mayor Barry “l would also like to thank 8tes. Stathis has been a friend since we were kids
playing soccer in town together and no one in¢bimmunity is as committed to doing what they thgk
best for the town and it's residents, and Stathisther it's through soccer, whether it's throughepi
acres, whether it's through this body, it's beerhanor to serve with you and Stathis definitelyegivis
all no matter what arena he’s in so he will be etsand it has been honor to serve with you.”
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Councilor Martino “Stathis, I, too, would like toisth you well. Your first two years in office yoatson
one side of the budget table and | sat on the aiderof the table as an employee and you reatlygiw
and question every item in the budget so thankfgoyiour years of service.”

Councilor Hemmann “Stathis, I'm gonna miss you.uMwing a lot value to the town and you brought a
lot of value to the council and certainly that jgeeciated. Your financial skills really showedatigh
during our budget sessions and your participatiobudget and finance was very important to the town
and we appreciate that and we’ll certainly miss lgere.”

Councilor Rell “Stathis, 1, too, will miss you.kinda felt like a judge at Wimbledon, sitting betmeyou
and the Mayor, sometimes | would look this way #reh that way, lobbying back and forth but you
taught me a lot while | was on the council with y§our knowledge and your commitment to the town
of Wethersfield, be it through town council or thgh soccer is second to none and you will sorely be
missed but | look forward to working with you iretfuture.”

Comments from Councilor Stathis Manousos:

“| really appreciate all the kind words, | trulpd| really enjoyed my time on the council thesst lsix
years and | really enjoyed serving with everybodgehbelieve it or not, | do, | did. And espegidlose
councilors too that were in prior councils that nmay be here tonight. Jeff Bridges I've workedsaly
with when | was chair budget and finance and | appte him on staff, department heads have all been
great to work with. Very knowledgeable, very pgsfienal and | learned a lot from them. We had
important work to do, we always managed to havekymw fun at it. | think you have to enjoy what
you’re doing to be successful at it and | certainigd to do that here and | tried to make everyamaind
me to have that same feeling. | want to thankhalée residents, friends, acquaintances who swggport
me over the years. Some | didn't really have ti@nce to get to meet along the way but | hopel tvit
someday soon. Especially | want to thank my wifea, I'm not even sure if she got here yet but bnd
know my kids aren’t here; they still don't like bang out with dad yet. Anyways, | really wanthark

my wife, Lisa and the kids and the family who unditionally supported me over the years and even
helped on the campaign trail. Know with as witly &olunteer work, | think like Chris said, public
service does comes at the expense of family. AndHankful that my family understood this sacric
and they supported me. And | know Lisa is verydyajo see me at home right now. She didn’t waste
any time. If you could see the size of the honeyist, it would drive anybody back to public sexi

right now. So some say that public service isamkless volunteer job and in many cases, they raay b
right, however at the end when | look back at theses | feel that | have been generously rewanted
couple of ways. First, by seeing our accomplishmand knowing that they were done for the
betterment of the town and that’s everybody here whs a part of those and even more rewarding was
just having the opportunity to meet with so marsidents along the way, many of whom I'm happy to
say I've become friends and these are people winayl not have otherwise had the chance to meet. So
feel blessed and thankful for my time on councd awish the newly elected council the best of lick
the future and I'm sure they will serve the towmywerell. Thank you.”

COUNCIL ACTION

Accept nominations for nominations for ChairpersoMayor of Wethersfield.
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Councilor Martino commented that last week he savaricle by Wallet Hub.com which ranked more
than 1,200 small cities in the US with a populatimiween 25,000 and 100,000 residents according to
various criteria including an analysis of afforddfpi economic health, education, health and ovVeral
quality of life. Last week the Courant publishedaaticle “What's the Best Small City in Connectigu
Based on that study, Wethersfield was rated #utro8nding towns in the top 10 were Manchestei3at #
Newington #4 and West Hartford #6. This happeneel i the leadership of our current Mayor. We
need to keep Wethersfield #1 moving forward aneve proud to nominate Paul Montineri as Mayor of
Wethersfield for a second term.

Councilor Spinella seconded the nomination of Maylantinieri. He stated that Mayor Montineri over
nearly of a decade has given his life to publiciserand serving this town. He has seen it groti bo
economically as well as in diversity. He’s led moily the Democratic party but really the people of
Wethersfield and over the last few months, Cound@pinella has seen how much he truly cares about
this town and didn’t think there is any better aw®oio lead the town council than Mayor Montinieri.

All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The Nomination passed 9-0-0.

Mayor Paul Montinieri thanked everyone for comihgstevening and stated that it's an important night
for them. It has been a culmination of severaglaronths of campaigning and working on behalf ef th
town. He was pleased to be able to continueridcgethe Wethersfield that he loves, as the Mayts.
been a very fun two years he is looking forwaravtwking harder in the next two years. When he took
the oath of office two years ago as the Mayor, leelged a couple of things to our community. First,
the area of education that they would work verydhiaropen up negotiations with the Board of Educeati
and work with the administration and have an ogafodue of fairness and collaboration. Over the tw
year period they met dozens of times with the Boaath the Administration and they drilled into man

of the aspects of that derive what he would say avasnsible and fiscally prudent budget, but atmos
more importantly, those negotiations led to chanigethe education system that got us a Security
Director, a math program. You will all recall that all did jointly as a full council support thdRC
efforts that got us an Emerson Williams new gynoflevhich everybody was very pleased to see happen
as well as the cafeteria. In the first year of mum, people might remember we ran into someadilfi
times with the High School renovation with the flesd asbestos and PCB abatement that threatened to
set back our community and take our flagship sclivai was online offline. Through the work of our
delegation that Russ Morin, Paul Doyle and Tonyr@Guea who were our fighters in the trenches that go
us 10 million dollars of space waiver that kept bigh school renovation on time and in budget. So
that's a huge accomplishment and we all went inwwarked hard on that. He mentioned that he talked
about business and economic development, probaélynbst important thing that was worked on in the
last two years. He said that he has been veryrfate in his life to have worked with some wonderfu
business mentors and to have the opportunity tdisiown businesses and to learn a little bit aldat
makes business tick, what makes business decibepen. When he took office two years ago as the
Mayor, he absolutely committed himself to changing playing field for Wethersfield. We needed to
recognize that the sluggish stagnation that we gaavempty buildings that we saw as we drove thnoug
town, particularly on the Silas Deane were an intpedt to maintain the reputation that Wethersfiedd
always had as long as he’s been here and beyoedtated that he rolled up his sleeves and workiéd w
business owners, worked with developers and thatsespeak for themselves. They are undeniable.
Dozens of new businesses have come to town iragtéwo years. We have filled empty buildings
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everywhere and the stagnation is in the rear vigwom The former Weight Watchers which was
announced before the election is probably one ef lilyger ones more notably, but not the most
important. It's the little engines that could:slthe D & D Markets and the Wethersfield Dinersl dine

Ear, Nose & Throat that went into the building thirvey Sprawng did as a spec, the Walk-in Medical
Center on Silas Deane, CBS up in Putnam Plazdisthgoes on and on. People are beginning to \elie
in Wethersfield again as an economic, viably strand growing community. And when you talk about
tax relief for our seniors and for our residentkjoll we all believe in, all sides of the isle, tigaaind list
growth that come out of those efforts will realiyegyus notable relief as we go into next year alaty
hopefully good fiscal prudence on the part of aut €ouncil. He indicated that he was not done yet
We're working on a lot of very significant projectdde has a beads eye on the next areas of concern.
Everybody talks about the Fun Zone. A lot of waskbeing done on that project. Potentially, it's a
vision that will make Wethersfield greater and tthety are going continue to work very hard to e t
happen. The last area that he talked a littlalbdtut when he took office was across the aisleediall
Collaboration. And this has been probably the ndd@§tult area, sitting in the Mayor seat that tagsed

and continues to raise for the progress of our towe was told by former Mayors and Deputy Mayors
and people that he knows in town, that use to ki sides were a little bit more civil, that descefats
accepted as a little bit more of a part of the psscbut then in the end there would be a reachamut
agreement and that people would even go out aftanal meetings across the aisle and share a &yimk
their successes. He knows having served on thisciddfor almost ten years that regardless of wias w

in lead whether it was Donna as Mayor, or Andy ag/t, or himself as Mayor, they all deeply believe
in the Wethersfield that we want. We all do. et democrat. It's not republican. It's a We#imld

that we all want to see better. We may disagrebom to get there. We may disagree about what the
priority should be. But at the end of the day,eed to raise the bar to work together to geteiteh He
pledged again, as Mayor, for the next two yeargspect those ideas and reach out again. Heunnlltd
Councilor Hemmann, Councilor Rell, Councilor anduBalor Hurley and ask each of them to please
bring their ideas NOW. Don't sit back and waite i$ open. Our team is open. He wants to achieve
together and he wants them to be active with histiegially, collaboratively, with great respectf we

do that, if we engage honestly now, not in May, wiige budget process is done, but now, tell me thei
priorities and share them. He pledges to you tdkwery hard to make that a part of our agendaaand
part of their achievement. He knows we can achiegether. He believes that they can do it togethe
And he pledges to do it. But we will have to rdise bar and then maybe everyone will share a aiast
Lucky Lou’s after they finish the budget togethertine spring. He indicated that when we talk about
accountability, accountability starts with us. Pleoexpect us to go beyond politics. The campaign’
over. It's done. It was spirited. There were s@nod moments; there were some moments that weren’
so great. But that's done and he pledged to werl taard with this group to make Wethersfield bette

If you take that as our benchmark, each indivigyaliey can make Wethersfield better. So he sugdes
that they change that starting tonight. He welc®ywmur insights and your ideas, your intelligenemyr
energy, your spirit. He knows that we can set sitppe productive tone for the next two years foist
town. Why? Because those sitting in the audidmoev why we are here. The Council is here because
they love the residents and they love Wethersfigld nobody differs on that. Finally, he thankied t
campaign committee. They had tons of campaign #oockers. Amazing strategists, some of whom
were there tonight. They did have a miraculousigneho could get a mailer out in the same dayeleli

it or not. And they also had some young Dems @agnumbers who were working like dogs on election
day to get out the vote. Many of whom were sitiimghe Episcopal Church will know that it lookekd

the pit over at Wall Street. Phones were goingpfeeare running, slips of paper are flying. Itsweery
exciting. When they came over late in the aftemde realized that John Galvin had captured thé sp
of our young Dems and that made a big differeride.pledged again, that they were going to work
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harder, get those results continuing and haveiarvisr Wethersfield that's even greater. He comted
that he couldn’t tell the people enough about hoatejul he was to sit in the Mayor’'s seat and wiork
them.

Mayor Paul Montinieri indicated that they have decgon for the Vice Chairperson and he had the
distinct honor to nominate Steve Barry in that rofteve Barry has served as Deputy Mayor fordke |
two years. The entire Barry family has a reputatiotown for service and excellence. He stated fie
knew his Mom and Dad were sitting in the audiereeght and that Deputy Mayor Barry’s strength and
commitment to service came from that very gooddgee He is a quietly competent leader. He speaks
quietly, but he carries great strength. Mayor Ntoati has turned to him as a friend many, many ynan
times outside the dais and he has always giventhignquiet competent perspective and he’s always on
the mark. He has served our community in so maaysw Behind the scenes he’s a great dad, a great
husband. His wife, Lee and his kids were in thdience and he was sure they were all smiling back
there. He is a representative of what we want feffeld to be at its best. H has served with the
Building Committee, a huge task that has been ghaflenging but he has navigated that group through
and kept them all informed about the progress. H&iservice goes far beyond that. It's got tdegamn

our community in a lot of ways. He was proud tonimate him as Deputy Mayor and continue to serve
by his side to do the great work that we have dane; most importantly, he was very proud to cath hi
his friend.

Councilor Bello commented that it was her honoségond the nomination of Steve Barry as Deputy
Mayor of the Town of Wethersfield. She said ha iseighbor and a friend and who has proven to be a
thoughtful and capable Deputy Mayor over the pastytears. She was confident that he will contittue
work for the good of the community and help to leadver the next two years.

All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The nomination passed 9-0-0.
Comments from Deputy Mayor Steve Barry:

“Thank you. I'll be brief. As I think I'm getting reputation for being brief when | speak. It hasn an
honor and a privilege to serve as Deputy Mayor tfe past two years and | truly appreciate and
appreciate your vote of confidence in me doing tbiathe next two years. | have to thank my famihy
dad, Edith, my wife, Leah, my sons Matt, Mike angtflan. Matt and Mike were able to come here
from school so it's truly an honor to have themehand to share this time with me and with all of us
They recognize my commitment to this community &agpreciate them coming and recognizing me by
being here as well. Moving forward, I'll echo Paicomments, the Mayor's comments about why we
all are involved and why we all do this. Everydrage, republican, democrat is giving to the

town because they care about the town. | got iregin politics two years ago for that very reasdn.
came wanting to bring a positive energy, some misiad also a level of professionalism to how we
conduct ourselves in council session. | hope tlgae that. | think moving forward, we will all doat.

I look forward to working with Mike Hurley, Jodi tiaa, Mike Rell, Donna Hemmann and my councilors
to my right and with the Mayor. We've got a bigotyears. We have to keep the momentum going on
economic development. It does require hard wotkdetermination. And it requires some vision. The
high school in the next two years certainly will tuening over really into what is our flagship afiro
school system. It's an exciting time but that'sngobe done in the next in this term. So these are
exciting times for this town. | know we can all ikdogether and get what we think, get done what we
think is best for the community. Again, we wilsdgree at times but at the end of the day, knotwatha
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of us care deeply about Wethersfield and want tGemA/ethersfield a community that we all can be
proud of, that our children can come back to ifyteke choose and their children as well so | thamkfpr
the honor and the privilege to serve again and leve a great two years and do some very goodsthin
for our community.”

Councilor Hurley stated that he wanted to thanknghwady who voted for him and he looks forward to
working together for the good of the town with arcoitment to fiscal responsibility and transparency.
He indicated that they will disagree, but theyateloing what they think is right for the town.

Councilor Rell commented that he wanted to apol@iecause it was usually him who is reading his son
bedtime stories that get him to fall asleep bumaty just be the voice of politicians that does.thsiost
importantly he wanted to thank his family who where. His wife, his two kids and his in-laws were
here and thanked them for their support. He tharkem for staying up with him late on certain
campaign nights as well as waking up early with bimothers. He also wanted to thank the people of
Wethersfield for entrusting in him two more yearstbe town council. He appreciated those, like évlik
said, who came out and voted for him. He mentidhedl going forward that he will take the Mayor at
his word and that he will be part of the procesg indicated that they would also like to be a phthe
process and know about of what's going on with sleos that are being made. Be it three days eethr
hours, a good heads up in knowledge of what's bdiagussed would be beneficial to their side of the
aisle. He appreciated everybody coming out tonight

Councilor Hemmann stated that she would also bkéhank the community for their support. She looks
forward to the next two years working togetherrioto move the town forward. She thought that she
probably was the elder on the council now for samd brings a lot of not only years of experienag, b
good insights. She looked forward to working withth sides of the aisle and moving the town forward

Councilor Latina commented that she wanted to kagk you so much to everybody who supported her
throughout the last two years on the Board of Etioca It was not an easy job but it was one it s
really learned a lot from. She was so proud tthieee tonight before everybody. She wanted tokladin
her republican, her democrat and independent gplesawho voted for her and supported her in this
endeavor especially her family and her friendskeleverybody else on the Town Council she feelg the
all give of our time and they are away from a Ibthe important things in their lives, but this adwsly

is bigger than all of them and they are here fat tery reason. She indicated that she hoped eattbe
next two years they can all do some really wondétfings together. This town is fabulous and they
really have much more to do and they are goingtit thgether.

Councilor Martino stated that he wanted to thars faimily for giving him the opportunity to run and
serve again and help the citizens of Wethersfielso to the voters for having the confidence teevo
him back in again. When he retired he said he edhtd give back to the community that was so good t
him and his family. The people gave him one tesndd that. He got a lot done. Now they have given
him a second term so he can continue with thatga®ic He realizes that they have a lot of seniors i
town on fixed incomes. He is one of them and hewswe have a lot of young families struggling to
survive. They do want to keep the taxes as lotheyg can. Over the past two years they have waidked
bring businesses to town. They have worked wighBbard on shared services. They have made some
efficiency improvements and there’s more to be made said he looks forward over the next two years
to continue that process so that they can do narthé benefit of the people of Wethersfield beedus
wants to see Wethersfield stay the best smallici§onnecticut.
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Councilor Bello commented that she was very exciede on the Town Council. It is her first
experience in politics and elected office and she glad she is going to share it with this greatigrof
people. She, too, wanted to thank her family. yThave put in hours helping her campaign, write
postcards, make phone calls and she appreciatagtleing they have done for her, including the
Democratic Town Committee and the young Dems. Vdhgteat group that she got to know and work
with and all their support in everything they hal@ne for her and the rest of the Council to getrthe
elected. Lastly, she thanked the voters of Wefiadnisfor electing her. What an honor and whateag
feeling to know that the people were trusting lsembike the decisions on their behalf. She looksdal

to spending the next two years working with evedgpand hopefully put their political affiliationsiae
and do what's best for the town.

Councilor Spinella stated that he would like toetgkminute to thank his family as well, most of who
were there. His wife, Shanelle, has been a hugpastito him, his brother, Paul, has been his dituta
advisor throughout this process. His brother, Taim really couldn’t get involved as much as he ldou
have like to because of his job. Lastly he thartksdgarents who have been a huge help to himsakte
his mom has been there for everything he has askbedr and he knows she always will be. His father
who really is his hero who he looks up to on almeetry decision he makes. Senators Doyle and
Ceatato were his political mentors. He indicatest he is a complete novice to politics so he hale a
learning curve but he could assure everyone thawdwdd work as hard as he possibly could for the
people of Wethersfield. He thought he was likeotadf politicians. He will represent everyone, the
people who voted for him, the people who didn’tevéiir him and the people who didn’t vote at alle H
truly will represent what the people of Wethersfigéant and do that to the best of his abilitiese H
thanked everybody for supporting him and is hajplye a member of the Town Council.

Mayor Montinieri commented that before they have Benediction, he just wanted to acknowledge the
Town Manager, Jeff Bridges. Jeff has been an autiang “CEO” for the Town of Wethersfield for as
long as he has been on Council. A tireless wonkenry dedicated to the improvement of Wethersfield
and he was sure he was cringing that he was reziagriiim at the Dais, but the truth of the mattera

lot of the great work that was done over the lasen years has been the result of his hard workhand
deserves some real recognition.

Jeff Bridges wanted to report on two things. THelchange E-mail domains that morning so if anyone
wanted to stick around after the meeting, IT wdaddin the conference room and they would help reset
their devices. For the new Council members, thHeads were also back there and there would be a
training session for them on how to get their infation.

Benediction: Pastor Chris Skowronek, of CenterPGiommunity Church. Also serves as Chaplain of
the Wethersfield Volunteer Fire Department.

ADJOURNMENT

At 8:00 p.m., Councilor Martino movedrO ADJOURN THE MEETING" seconded by Councilor
Bello . All Councilors present, including the Chmdrson voted AYE. The motion passed 9-0-0.

Dolores G. Sassano
Town Clerk

Approved by Vote of Council
December 7, 2015



