Approved
REGULAR MEETING
October 17, 2016

The Wethersfield Town Council held a meeting ondbet 17, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council
Chambers of the Town Hall.

Present. Councilors Bello, Hemmann, Hurley, Latikkrtino, Rell, Spinella, Deputy Mayor
Barry and Mayor Montinieri.

Also present: John Bradley, Town Attorney; Marlddesjardins, Tax Collector; Jeff Bridges,
Town Manager and Dolores Sassano, Town Clerk.

All stood for the pledge of allegiance to the flalgich was led by Councilor Bello.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Gus Colantonio of 16 Morrison Avenue commented abfmaitraffic and lack of stop sign on his
street.

Dave DeCarli of 7 Monticello Drive was saddenedhmsy Mayor's most recent comments and
read a Facebook post of Octobel1The Mayor represents all of Wethersfield. He tfutit

was irresponsible and an embarrassment to the t@wrwrite those things is very disappointing
and thinks the Mayor should apologize.

Maria Alfonso of 256 Brimfield Road stated she \itaere in support of the Mayor’s free speech.
She is exercising her right as an American; slexéscising her right as a naturalized American.
Her parents came here as a political refugee amlilsshe. Of Cuban descent, she has a personal
disdain and hatred for anything that smacks ofi$ascautocrats, communism---it's all the same
to her. She is standing here for everyone wha tmeote. Vote however you will, she will

fight for your right to vote for anyone you wantwote and have all the lawn signs you want.
She doesn’t care but she is terrified listening than who is basically trying to demean our
democracy and having few people willing to stand&ipe hopes enough voices come forward
and speak. Vote your conscience. Her parents titdhig was the epitome of democracy. That
is why they came here, running away from commurasihall the dictatorship that comes along
with it.

Laila Mandour of 420 Ridge Road thanked Maria fer Wwords. She is a naturalized citizen as
well and thinks this is a great country. Freedorspgech is very, very important. It is what this
country was founded upon. She would say that ifedmody puts a lawn sign on their lawn then
they are basically endorsing whoever it is whoseens on that sign. If that is what they chose
to do publically then she thinks it is their dutytie able to defend their choice. She respectfully
disagrees with you that the Mayor called the Cdonevhatever it is you believe he called him.
She thinks the Mayor just said that the Councilgop®rts this man. He put out there - is that
what we want? That is what he believes; she thirekisas a right to say it. She doesn’t think he
should be ashamed of it. She doesn’t think theemiapology in order. He is not calling



anybody by any name. He is only saying that thiwhat this person believes and is that what
we want. That is a question. If somebody canteetoand said to her you have this lawn sign on
your lawn, are you this or are you that, she ipared to defend herself and are prepared to
answer those questions.

Robert Young of 20 Coppermill Road spoke aboutpidesages on Facebook and was
disappointed to see those comments. At the lash€ll meeting, an apartment complex was
discussed briefly at the Fun Zone property. Hetoamderstand how the bankrupt State of
Connecticut can give somebody five million dolldde we need apartment houses? We need
businesses instead to bring money into town. dfgtate is trimming their budget by 10% then
we should be trimming our budget too. How muchehney borrowed at the state level to keep
the towns going because towns refuse to cut bddieartificial turf needs to be replaced. He
wants to know where all the revenue from the uséaifone Field is as well as the expenditures.

George Ruhe of 956 Cloverdale Circle thought thesten is the most important thing that this
country is facing right now. As far as he can, tifle electoral process in the State of
Connecticut does not lend itself easily to fraWdhat concerns him more is the entrée into the
voting venue and the manual process. His thowgthiat it is incumbent to you to make sure that
process goes smoothly and effectively.

HEARING - NONE

COUNCIL REPORTS

Council Hemmann attended the Shade Tree Commigssieaeting. They continue to work
identifying priorities for the Commission to look the scope of work that needs to be done.
There is a lot of work and not enough resourcefoti.

Deputy Mayor Barry attended the Building Commitéewl it is winding down. The contingency

is at $360-365,000. The end of October is whersttoation is scheduled to be complete and
the areas will be turned over to the school andBbard of Education. The pool is ready for
turnover. We are getting down to the home stretthere was discussion about the roof top
screening will come before us at some point.

Councilor Hurley asked if they are in the pool pi@ng yet.

Town Manager Bridges stated that they finishednhfillit today. They will spend the next few
days heating and balancing the water and therhgdtiealth Department in to sign off on it then
they should open it up to swimmers.

Mayor Montinieri indicated that the six Mayors haveen meeting. He wanted to clarify that
there has not been any discussion among any d¥lyers about any tax revenue from any of
the respective municipalities being diverted ordugeassist Hartford in any manner with respect
to their issues. Mayor Bronin who has been a glatthe group has certainly participated in the
discussions and has shared the challenges of thate€rHartford area as well as the financial
needs of Hartford. Within the group there is dafyaan appreciation of Hartford’s challenge



and the financial issues that are plaguing the.Qitey obviously are facing some difficult
decisions which include the discussion about bagrtkgu The five Mayors, representing the
other towns, certainly appreciate that each ofreapective communities has our own financial
challenges. The in reference made to regionalizatiee group has talked about: purchasing of
equipment together; maximizing possible synergiéh wespect to larger purchases that we
could share; paving of roads that might be sycaaidito allow for some savings. For example,
Kitts Lane in Newington was paved roughly in thensgperiod of time that Two Rod Highway.
In talking with General Paving after that projecasvdone, if we had some communication
between the towns, which was not typically comnmwa probably could have staged that paving
job as one job. Saving the cost of double stagihghvis a significant part of the project. So
having discussions like that, which haven’'t happene the past very frequently, are very
helpful. He wanted to assure this Council as w&slbur community that those discussions are
brainstorming sessions, which have included Towmagers, and we will continue to do that.
This group really talks more about a much broaderedeading role with Hartford but not
included in that list is any sharing of our taxeaue or resources of our town which he does not
support.

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Councilor Martino attended the ribbon cutting foa$8aro Financial Group on Garden Street.
This is the second business this year that has anfseen Rocky Hill to Wethersfield. This has
been in reverse in the past and he is glad tohsgenme are attracting business from out of town
to come back to Wethersfield.

Councilor Latina asked if the Mayors group was thadugh a specific entity.

Mayor Montinieri stated no. It came up informadliter we took office last year. The seeds of it
he thought was from CCM or one of the other groupgh had sparked the idea.

Councilor Hemmann stated that she did that. Weka@rtogether the same group minus
Hartford and they did it prior to her — Midstate.

Mayor Montinieri replied that it came out of thatformally and we just reached out to the
Mayors through emails and said why don’t we talk.

Councilor Latina stated that she knew CCM and CR®Gloing something so it almost
duplicative.

Mayor Montinieri indicated that they were awaretloét, a great observation, which they will
address.

Councilor Rell stated that along the lines of regi@ation, the email they got regarding the
MDC and the shortfall - Hartford’s financial siti@t. He thought that Hartford is the largest
municipality in the MDC with 26%. There were a rugn of bullet points about what the MDC
may plan on doing if they do fall under a shortfaVenue from Hartford. Number 4 was work
with the state, the city and other member townsadegislative solution. He just hopes that



legislative solution is not increasing rates fomrsunding towns to help Hartford out. He asked
that Mr. Bridges who attends on the MDC budget cdbes meetings keep our rate payers in
Wethersfield in mind when they decide to come tdegislative action that might include
member towns to help out Hartford.

Councilor Hurley commented that the Keane Foundatiggest fundraiser was held this
weekend. It was the biggest success they ever éealbe of such good weather. He wanted it
to be known that he does not condone sexual assault

Councilor Hemmann has the opportunity to attend ptay the Grant's Way Foundation
Tournament. They continue to raise funds to petlthdge between Field 1 and Field 2 at
Millwood’s. It was a great day. She had an oppaty to walk through the Carnival. There
were a lot of happy faces and Judy was very pesiibout the attendance. She also has the
same concerns that Councilor Rell addressed albeuMDC budget hearings. She read the
report from the CEO and she is disappointed ancksbe/s that they consider the reserves and
the deficit and the amount of water that they hawieas you watch and the fact that we have not
had any serious precipitation. You look to seetwither water companies have done and we
have not seen any of that and she is really cordernWhen they were going to put in the
bottling plant in, what kind of safeguards will pet into place with regard to the member towns
when a situation just like this happens. Becausevan't be protected yet a business is going to
take water. Is there a contingency plan during pinacess that if it continues in a deficit that
they will not sell water to the bottling plant, sthieln’t think so but it doesn’t protect our member
towns. If you look at the figures we are down ighéeen months and that may seem like a long
time in the scope of things because a year andfaybes by really quick and if we have this
same kind of drought as has been happening foravell a year now, we are going to be in real
trouble.

Mayor Montinieri asked eighteen months is the nesesis of right now? He asked Town
Manager Bridges if we could get more informatiohge tpending project to Councilor
Hemmann’s point with regard to water reserve aritt wotential droughts or some summary of
that.

Councilor Hemmann responded water reserves and wehdhe contingencies related to
businesses that are purchasing water for theirmwfit from the purview of our water authority.
Our member towns should be the first priority. ‘Afe stewards and we need to look to the
future.

Councilor Latina wanted to express her support o@ir@ilor Hurley and she thinks he is an
upstanding citizen and gives of his time here aasl done so for many years. She thinks it is
unfortunate that like we all say it is the sillyasen but hopes we can elevate the conversation
because clearly we have a lot of huge issues hateve are dealing with and everyone is having
some good congenial conversation about some impotténgs that affect our town and our
residents and she hopes we can continue that thitbhegemainder of the election season.



TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT

Town Manager Bridges reported that he had receaMetter from DOT that they are going to be

revisiting some traffic signalizations across thgion. One of the things they are looking at is
the traffic signal at Route 175and Goff Road toatpdand fourteen other signals in the region.
We still have about $18,000 with The Connecticué&sr Bank from a grant for some energy
products we did years ago. The original proposs t put four solar panels at the Community
Center but we couldn’t make the electric connecsionve are going to look at alternative energy
saving projects with that money. We are reviewmgn buildings, boilers, lighting systems and

so forth. Tonight we are looking at the other gggprogram and there is $10,000 there. We
have to develop a program for the community. Weegatting back into the energy projects now
that the high school project is winding down andhage freed up some resources elsewhere.

Councilor Hemmann asked Town Manager Bridges i€di@d find out what the physiology is
for why they are backing up the walkways and stogsl from the intersections.

Town Manager Bridges responded that Federal DOfEsdaird is that each crossing needs its
own crossing signal. So you have to separate tisé putton signals so that is why they are
moving them. They are putting in secondary ortegerybody needs their own button.

Councilor Latina questioned that there are extde@gat those intersections and will those old
poles be taken away?

Town Manager Bridges replied that they will cledhthat up but the primary reason for the
change in the cross walks is that each directiedsets own push button light to control that
crossing.

Deputy Mayor Barry asked if Town Manager Bridgesildanquire again with the MDC about
the smell in old Wethersfield to get a definitivesaver.

Town Manager Bridges responded that we have exposeidbanks that have a lot of decaying
matters, organics that are breaking down and thegxposed so it is not a sewage issue. It's an
organic issue in those areas and once we get raorét should help out but it is the low water
levels and we are not getting the refresh watetiquéarly in the cove which you would
otherwise.

Deputy Mayor Barry stated that makes Councilor Hemn’s question all the more important.

Town Manager Bridges indicated that he has hadHiath Department, the MDC and CRA
have all looked at it and it is just low water etriver and the cove.

Councilor Rell stated that he had gotten a questibaut the intersections, specifically the
redesigning of the intersections for handicappezkssibility but now with the additional light
signal walks, are they being paid by Federal DQ&teSDOT or town funds.

Town Manager Bridges responded that no town furtiss State or Federal depending on how



State DOT is working that program but the townas participating.

Councilor Hurley questioned why the smell only sedmbe contained to where the MDC is. It
doesn’t smell elsewhere on the river.

Town Manager Bridges reported that we have rece@e$4,000 grant from the Hartford
Foundation for Public Giving for the Food Bank whiwe get annually.

TOWN CLERK COMMUNICATION

Town Clerk Sassano wanted to remind everyone th@bnnecticut November'is the last day
to register to vote. Absentee ballots always hauge returned by 8:00 p.m. Election Day
otherwise they will not be counted. The Town CleRffice will be open Saturday, November
5" from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. to issue absentee ballftgou miss the November'deadline in
Connecticut we have Election Day Registration. Thaans on Election Day from 6 a.m. to
8p.m. people can come to Town Council Chambergsegidter to vote and then cast their ballot
here.

COUNCIL ACTION

ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, APPOINTMENTS FOR ACTION

Councilor Rell motioned t6ACCEPT THE RESIGNATION OF LESLIE ESOIAN, 94
RANDY LANE FROM THE YOUTH ADVISORY BOARD EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 7,
20167, seconded by Councilor Hemmann.

Vote: All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated. The motion passed 9-0-0.
Councilor Martino motioned toACCEPT THE RESIGNATION OF ANGELA G.
COLANTONIO, 16 MORRISON AVENUE FROM THE CENTRAL CON NECTICUT
HEALTH DISTRICT EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 5, 2016” , seconded by Deputy Mayor Barry.
Vote: All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The motion passed 9-0-0.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS - NONE

OTHER BUSINESS

Councilor Bello motioned tbAPPROVE HAVING AN OUTSIDE BEER GARDEN AT
THE HOLIDAYS ON MAIN EVENT UPON PROPER INSURANCE, S ECURITY AND
PERMITS BEING RESOLVED” , seconded by Councilor Spinella.

Town Manager Bridges stated that it is on privatgprty but wants Council to be aware of it in
case there are concerns before we move forwardtigh



Diane McAdams, Chairperson of Holidays on Main108 Eastern Drive commented that
Holidays on Main attracts around 7,000 people totown and it is a light hearted event and a

lot of fun. This year they made $525 and that wralg because the town was generous and gave
them back on the police coverage. They wouldtikkeep the event going and was hoping to
earn a little money by adding a Beer Garden. Tiaase the approval from the people that run
the Webb Barn. Sammy from Buy Rite Liquors is iwdlto help us apply for a one day liquor
license. We will man the booth and check iderdiiien and make sure everybody is legal. She
hopes this gets approval.

Councilor Hurley asked is they need to have aragxgticeman on duty for this.

Ms. McAdams replied that they were hoping not.

Town Manager Bridges responded that was one ahihgs they have to work through.
Councilor Rell was wondering whether Webb-Deanex8te was okay with this and inquired
about what size it would be because the one ative Carnival it was a good size and there

was a lot of spill over outside of it.

Ms. McAdams responded that it would be in the g@ud area out of front of Webb-Deane-
Stevens. They were patterning it off the Carnixatl maybe not as big.

Vote: All Councilors present, including the Chairpersmted AYE. The motion passed 9-0-0.

Councilor Spinella motioned tACCEPT THE CLEAN ENERGY COMMUNITIES
MUNICIPAL PLEDGE” , seconded by Councilor Bello.

Town Manager Bridges stated that this is a rei@nadf a program we looked at years ago and
somewhat participated in but never fully endorsEgersource has reworked the program where
they will provide a lot of the PR and managemerthefprogram from a community level.

There is a $10,000 grant for some kind of commuaitireach or community energy item once
we sign up. We would use the high school as tinelaark between 2010 and now.

Councilor Hurley asked what the 20% clean renewabtrgy and do we already have some of
that being produced.

Town Manager Bridges responded we will work with@R as we purchase power to make sure
they are looking at renewables in their energy pgek

Councilor Hurley so it is the power we purchase.
Town Manager Bridges replied that we purchase hed what is available in the community.

Vote: All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The motion passed 9-0-0.



Councilor Martino motioned toAPPROVE REJECTING THE STATE'S OFFER TO
PURCHASE 170 RIDGE ROAD”, seconded by Deputy Mayor Batrry.

Town Manager Bridges stated the State gave usaw#ry generous offer for the low, low price
of $250,000 we could own a vintage 1912 buildingated in Wethersfield. The Public Works
Committee reviewed this and is making the recomratod that we don’t accept this. He has
discussed this with the Board of Education Supenidént and he is not interested in it so we are
recommending that the town express it's gratitutdte offer but rejecting it just the same.

Councilor Martino reported that the condition aige af the building and the hazardous material
would be more than fourfold what the purchase prnas and we have no need for the building.

Town Manager Bridges indicated that in the eveat te don’t purchase it then they would put
it for sale to the public. Under State law theyd&o offer state owned buildings it to the local
municipalities first then offered to the public.

Councilor Latina asked what that was zoned for.
Councilor Bello commented it was zone Al.

Town Manager Bridges stated Al is agricultural d eumoever buys it will have to come in for a
new zoning application unless they reuse it focleosl.

Vote: All Councilors present, including the Chairpersatied AYE. The motion passed 9-0-0.

Deputy Mayor Barry motioned tAPPROVE THE WRITE OFF OF THE 2000
UNCOLLECTIBLE TAXES PER THE REQUEST OF THE WETHERSF IELD TAX
COLLECTOR” , seconded by Councilor Martino.

Marlene Desjardins, Tax Collector was invited uph® podium to explain the motion. She
indicated that this is the oldest grand list. Taaee only collectible fifteen years and this is th
16" year which they have to drop off because theynarlnger legally collectible. Just a few
vacant lots they have around and the total is abé&@00 for the list.

Town Manager Bridges stated that a lot of thesedgs=ssor has now put a minimal value on so
going forward there won’t be value for a tax bdl@s these cycle through the fifteen year period
we will see less and less of these. Some of threracually going through tax sale.

Vote: All Councilors present, including the Chairpersaed AYE. The motion passed 9-0-0.

Councilor Spinella motioned tAPPROVE THE MEETING DATES OF THE
WETHERSFIELD TOWN COUNCIL FOR THE YEAR 2017 WITH TH E DELETED
DATES SUGGESTED OF JULY 5", AUGUST 7" AND NOVEMBER 6", seconded by
Councilor Bello.



Town Manager Bridges stated that it has been @gtige to cancel the November 6 meeting
due to Election Day and usually we cancel a JutyAamgust meeting.

Town Clerk Sassano wanted to draw everyone’s et the July 5 meeting that we are
going to be closed Monday and Tuesday for Indepacwl®ay because the Unions voted on
closing the Monday before so if you have a meegmgwill have to go to the middle of the
week on Wednesday which would be the first time.

Mayor Montinieri commented that those are the likates reflective of what we did this
summer and we can take these off now and we caayaladd a meeting if needed.

Town Clerk Sassano indicated that if you take tioéihmow then Departments can better plan.
Vote: All Councilors present, including the Chairpersatied AYE. The motion passed 9-0-0.
BIDS - NONE

ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, APPOINTMENTS FOR INTRODUGIN - NONE

MINUTES

Councilor Spinella motionetfO APPROVE THE SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES OF
SEPTEMBER 28, 2016,’seconded by Councilor Bello.

Vote: All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The motion passed 8-0-0
(Councilor Hemmann left at 6:15 p.m.).

Councilor Bello motionedTO APPROVE THE MEETING MINUTES OF OCTOBER 3,
2016,” seconded by Councilor Spinella.

Vote: All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The motion passed 9-0-0.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Tom Mazzarella of 600 Wolcott Hill Road commentbkdtthe didn’t understand the rationale of
marketing a huge volume of water to Niagara ancehovg the rates to get the business. Now
they are having a shortfall of income. Niagaraason line yet. Will we still have a drought
when they are in operation? By the way MDC has lmgamating, he is sure, if there is a severe
drought, we have to curtail our consummation in Mgetfield. They will probably enforce that
same restriction on Niagara. They will still us@®D0 gallons of water and sell it for more than
what they are paying for it. The Town of Wethezkfias a member of MDC should have voiced
their disapproval of that program. Send the MD€ter and demand they curtail water sales to
Niagara in the case of a severe drought.

Robert Young of 20 Coppermill Road commented tleadlso was concerned over the MDC
water issue. He recommended that the Mayor shaglel the Mayor of Hartford to file



bankruptcy. Some rest areas are being closedgloerain hours of the day to save two million
dollars.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Councilor Martino motionetiTO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION,” at 8:20 p.m., seconded
by Councilor Spinella.

Vote: All Councilors present, including the Chairpersaned AYE. The motion passed 9-0-0.

Councilor Martino motionedTO COME OUT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION,” at 8:50 p.m.,
seconded by Deputy Mayor Barry.

Vote: All Councilors present, including the Chairpersatied AYE. The motion passed 9-0-0.

ADJOURNMENT

At 8:50 p.m., Councilor Martino motionedO ADJOURN THE MEETING" seconded by
Councilor Spinella. All Councilors present, inding the Chairperson voted AYE. The motion
passed 9-0-0.

Dolores G. Sassano
Town Clerk

APPROVED BY VOTE OF COUNCIL (8-0-0)
November 21, 2016



