Unapproved
REGULAR MEETING
FEBRUARY 16, 2010

The Wethersfield Town Council held a meeting onstay, February 16, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in
the Council Chambers, 505 Silas Deane Highway, @rstield.

Present: Councilors Drake, Hurley, Kotkin, ManassiicAlister, Montinieri, Roberts (arrived
at 7:10 p.m.), and Deputy Mayor Console

Absent: Chairperson Hemmann

Also present: Jeff Bridges, Town Manager and Deddg. Sassano, Town Clerk.
Councilor Drake led the pledge of allegiance toftag.

Dolores Sassano, Town Clerk, took attendance.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Gus Colantonio, 16 Morrison Avenue, said that heamplaining about his taxes again. He
worked for a private company and the pay was bé#ttar the public sector but the benefits were
not as good. Now the public sector pay is 20 perbegher than the private sector and the
benefits are better. It is because of the unioimsgovernment no one takes advantage of the
employees so there is no place for unions. Hdrlea®ds that teach in private schools that would
like to teach in public schools because the p&etter. Too much money is spent on education.
The taxes keep going up in Town. The Town Couneids to think about making tough
decisions during these tough times.

COUNCIL REPORTS

Councilor Hurley said that the Youth Advisory Boartet and discussed its annual Volunteer
Recognition Night that will be held on April 29 He hopes that Councilors will be able to
attend. He said that the Social Services FoodrPantdoing well with food items but needs

toiletries.

Councilor Manousos said that the Economic Develognimprovement Commission (EDIC)
met last week. The Shop Local Program was renaietthersfield Shops Local. The EDIC is
creating a subcommittee to look at economic devety ideas to brainstorm for the attraction
and retention of business. The Budget and Fin@uremittee met and discussed the re-funding
plan of bonds, the appointment of the Town Attorrand the Physical Services union contract.

Councilor Drake said that he attended the Librapa meeting on February®2 The Library
Board is working on its budget and will come intwé zero budget. They are doing a good job.
The Capital Improvement Advisory Committee has aret is finalizing its project list. It will
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come to the Town Council at an upcoming meetingindludes road work projects, Morrison
Avenue project, part of the Library self-check pj and firehouse repairs. The Infrastructure
Committee has held meetings with Morrison Avenusdents. Nine different scenarios were
discussed and the Committee is close to gettingsoeeario completed.

Councilor Roberts said that she attended the G8&enmit Il meeting. There was a great
presentation and the room was full. She thankechdo Councilor Forrest and the Citizen’s
Energy Committee for their hard work.

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Councilor Hurley said that no Town funds are giterihe St. Patrick’'s Day Parade Committee.
He said that he is co-chairperson of the Wethddst¢. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee along
with Maria Sullivan. The Committee had one vergaassful fundraiser and is having another
fundraiser on February 2%t Lucky Lou's. The Parade will be Saturday, shet3". He hoped
Councilors would march.

Councilor Kotkin said that he called Direct Eneyggterday. It took five minutes to switch over
his electrical provider. He said that he will reeea savings for the first 12 months. He thanked
the Town Clerk for providing information that islgic, on the Board of Ethics. He said that he
would like to have an updated list of committee @ndimission liaison position assignments.
He said that he is bringing this up because theed uo be a liaison to the Technology
Committee and it would be important to have thatifoan filled during talks with the Board of
Education about combining functions.

Deputy Mayor Console said that he attended a Bo&igducation meeting last week and was
very impressed by the youth who spoke. The stsderte very well versed. He mentioned the
following upcoming events:
* Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for the Wethersfield OffafeHartford Medical Group will be
February 24, 2010 from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. at itdlitgat 1025 Silas Deane Highway.
* The next Business After Hours will be held on Tliasg February 18at the CT Trust
Counsel, LLC.
« The EDIC will be hosting the next “Shop Local Praxgr Workshop” on February 95t
8:00 a.m. in the Town Council Chambers.
 The Friend’s of the Nature Center will be holdirtg B" Annual Spring Dance on
Saturday, March 27from 7:00 to 11:30 at the Community Center.
* The Public Works Committee will be meeting on Westtay and the Shared Services
Committee will meet on February 33
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COUNCIL ACTION

Councilor Drake movetiTO ACCEPT THE RESIGNATIONS OF RICHARD B. LASHER
AS A FENCE VIEWER AND CHRISTOPHER GILLETTE FROM THE YOUTH
ADVISORY BOARD” seconded by Councilor Hurley.

Deputy Mayor Console asked that the Town Managed fgank you letters to the individuals.
All Councilors present vote AYE. The motion pas8e@O.
TOWN ATTORNEY APPOINTMENT

Councilor Manousos said that the Budget and Fin&@m®amittee met and reviewed the seven
Town Attorney proposals. The Committee narrowedglection down to three. In the past this
was a political appointment. The Committee tri@gdhnot to make it that this time. After the
bids were received the Committee narrowed it dowihtee based on qualifications and pricing.
The three firms were interviewed and then the Catesiasked the firms to go back and sharpen
their pencils. They all did, some more than othé&sthe end of the day the Committee came to
the conclusion to award the contract to Hallorath Sage.

Councilor Manousos movetTO APPOINT HALLORAN AND SAGE AS THE TOWN
ATTORNEY FOR THE TERM FROM FEBRUARY 16, 2010 TO DEC EMBER 19, 2011"
seconded by Councilor Hurley.

Dolores Sassano, Town Clerk, said that the terrapplointment should end on December 15,
2011, the December of the Town Council electiomr.yea

Councilor Manousos said that some of the open cagkeremain with Rome McGuigan. The
Town Manager will work on determining what fileslMde moved to Halloran and Sage.

Councilor Roberts asked if the Town received tlewsd proposals in writing.

Councilor Manousos said that the Committee asked dwn Manager to call the three firms and
he received the information verbally.

Councilor Montinieri said that he appreciated tecpss and appreciated the work of Rome
McGuigan and especially Jack Bradley. He said ltleat disappointed that the firm is not being
retained. It has saved the Town significant momesr the years. He is concerned that the new
fees are not in writing and he urges the Town Manag get them in writing so there are no
misunderstandings. He said with a change in thddeship, he has no problem with party
alliances being paid. He thanked Jack Bradleyafbthe work he has done for the Town and
wanted to express his concerns.
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Councilor Manousos said that the selection proeesstransparent. It is a great idea to have the
fees in writing for the files. But the idea thhist process was anything nearly close to a padlitica
decision is disingenuous and a little insultindheTCommittee went through the process, it was a
clear process. Councilor Kotkin was involved ie firocess and is a member of the minority.

Councilor Montinieri said that he doesn’t have ssue with that if there was any consideration
given.

Councilor Manousos said that there was no condidergiven. The Town Councilors were
elected because residents think they are payingitath in taxes. Everything the Town Council
does is to get the lowest price assuming the fiomifactor is qualified. He said that maybe if
tougher decisions were made in the past, the Toauldm't be where it is now.

Councilor Drake said that the process was reat.clsa decision was made based on politics.
Councilor Roberts said that the last time the manas revised a request for payment was
added to the Charter for the Town Attorney. It bagn in practice for many selection cycles.
She said that she doesn’t know why anyone is hyngrupolitics. The RFP was added to the
Charter to take the politics out of the Town Atyrselection process.

Deputy Mayor Console asked the Town Manager ifele®a price list in place.

Jeff Bridges, Town Manager, said that there isiaeplist in place and the Town will get an
engagement letter.

Deputy Mayor Console said that Jack Bradley will fmshing up on many issues and will
continue to work for the Town for awhile.

All Councilors present voted AYE. The motion pak8e0-0.

BIDS

Councilor Hurley movedTO AWARD A CONTRACT TO MONACO FORD FOR THE
PURCHASE OF FOUR POLICE VEHICLES AT A PRICE OF $22,555 EACH” seconded
by Councilor Manousos.

Councilor Kotkin said that the Town is getting tbmiisers for $300 less than the State bid.
Should the Town ask other Ford dealers for bids?asked if the Town Manager was confident

that this price is the best price the Town canivece

Jeff Bridges, Town Manager, said that Town staftesnfortable with the Monaco Ford bid.
Monaco Ford repairs Town vehicles. The bid is Welloe State bid price.



Unapproved
February 16, 2010 Notes
Page 5
Councilor Manousos said that the contract price),&20 is under the budgeted amount of
$97,952 by about 8-10 percent.

Councilor Hurley asked if the turnover of the pelicruisers was similar to the practice of other
Towns.

Jim Cetran, Police Chief, said that Towns haveedsft turnover schedules and it depends on
where the cars are put in service originally. hié truisers are put in the patrol division, they
come off the line much sooner. Rocky Hill Policedartment has a lot more vehicles than
Wethersfield so the vehicles last longer. Wetheldthas less cars, they are driven more, and
don't last as long. They are retained for fivergeaThe rotation works well for the town.
Keeping the number of vehicles down saves all aiplike repairs and insurance.

Councilor Montinieri asked if the equipment setarpthe cars was included in the original price.

Jim Cetran, Police Chief, said that this was sepdraut in the Physical Services budget. Itis in
the budget. The cost is about $16,000 for the dams. The money has been budgeted.

Councilor Kotkin said that he heard that Ford iscdntinuing the Crown Victoria. He asked
what the Town will do for cruisers when that happen

Jim Cetran, Police Chief, said that he doesn’t kmdvat the Town will do. He hopes that Ford
will reconsider its decision to discontinue the @WnoVictoria in 2011. He said that there are
other options for police cruisers but the Town a&ast of parts, too.

Deputy Mayor Console said that he had asked thed>@hief for details about the rotation
schedule and did some of his own research. It ma&grse.

Councilor Roberts said that by starting the cr@iserthe detective division the Town will get at
least a year out of the vehicles. It is the saloeaion system used in other Towns.

All Councilors present voted AYE. The motion pak8e0-0.

ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, APPOINTMENTS FOR INTRODU(N

Jeff Bridges, Town Manager, said that staff is mgkhat the first resolution not be introduced
tonight. More information is needed to proceed.

Councilor Roberts movetifrO TABLE THE INTRODUCTION OF THE RESOLUTION
AMENDING TOWN BUDGET TO ACCOUNT FOR BOARD OF EDUCAT ION'’S
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RECEIPT OF STATE FISCAL STABILIZATION FUNDS” seconded by Councilor
McAlister.

All Councilors present voted AYE. The motion pak8e0-0.

Jeff Bridges, Town Manager, said that a public imgawill be set for the following resolution.

RESOLUTION CONCERNING AN APPLICATION TO THE STATE O F CONNECTICUT FOR A SMALL
CITIES DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT OF $700,000 FOR IMPR OVEMENTS TO WETHERSFIELD
HOUSING AUTHORITY PROPERTY

WHEREAS, federal monies are available under thke Tibf the Housing and Community Development Alct o
1974, 42 U.S.C § 5301, et. seq., as amended, atsarkas Public Law 93-383, and administered byStag¢e of
Connecticut, Department of Economic and Commungyd&opment as the Connecticut Small Cities Develgm
Block Grant Program; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Chapter 127c, and Part VI bhpgfer 130 of the Connecticut General Statues, the
Commissioner of the State of Connecticut DepartnoériEconomic and Community Development is authatize
disburse such federal monies to local municipaljtand

WHEREAS, it is desirable and in the public interbstt the Town of Wethersfield make an applicatioithe State
for $700,000 in order to undertake and carryoutralECities Community Development Program and tecete an
Assistance Agreement;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, cognizant of the ditions and prerequisites for the state financial
assistance in accordance with Part VI of Chaptérdf3he Connecticut General Statutes, that thenf@lanager is
hereby directed to execute and file an applicatiith the Connecticut Department of Economic and Gmmity
Development for a Small Cities Community DevelopmBrogram grant of $700,000; to execute an assistan
agreement if so awarded; to carry out approvedities and to act as the Town’s representative.

MINUTES

Councilor Kotkin moved“TO APPROVE THE SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES OF
JANUARY 26, 2010” seconded by Councilor McAlister.

All Councilors present voted AYE. Councilor Hurlalgstained. The motion passed 7-0-1.

Councilor Kotkin moved“TO APPROVE THE REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF
FEBRUARY 1, 2010” seconded by Councilor Drake.

Councilor Manousos asked that “2 percent/10 dagodist option” be added to his comments on
page 19 during the discussion about the bid.

All Councilors present voted AYE. Councilor McAles abstained. The motion passed 7-0-1.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

At 7:40 p.m., Councilor Kotkin movedTO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO
DISCUSS REAL ESTATE NEGOTIATIONS” seconded by Councilor McAlister. All
Councilors present voted AYE. The motion pass€d(8- Jeff Bridges, Town Manager, was
present. No motions were made and no votes wkea @uring executive session.

At 8:09 p.m., Councilor Hurley move@O LEAVE EXECUTIVE SESSION " seconded by
Councilor McAlister. All Councilors present vot&dYE. The motion passed 8-0-0.

Councilor Drake movedTO AUTHORIZE THE TOWN MANAGER TO SIGN THE
SECOND AMENDMENT TO PURCHASE AND SALE AGREEMENT AND FIRST
AMENDMENT TO AGREEMENT OF SALE FOR THE WILKUS PROPE RTY”
seconded by Councilor Hurley.

Councilors Drake, Kotkin, Hurley, Manousos, Robeaitsl Montinieri voted AYE. Councilor
McAlister and Deputy Mayor Console vote NAY. Theton passed 6-2-0.

ADJOURNMENT

At 8:10 p.m., Councilor Montinieri movefO ADJOURN THE MEETING" seconded by
Councilor Hurley. All Councilors present voted AYEhe motion passed 8-0-0.

Dolores G. Sassano
Town Clerk



