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REGULAR MEETING
OCTOBER 6, 2008

The Wethersfield Town Council held a meeting on ey October 6, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. in the
Auditorium of the Silas Deane Middle School.

Present. Councilors Cascio, Console, Forrest, Hammn Kotkin, Roberts, Walsh, Deputy
Mayor Montinieri, and Chairperson Adil.

Also present: Bonnie Therrien, Town Manager antbas G. Sassano, Town Clerk.
All stood for the pledge of allegiance to the flalgich was led by Deputy Mayor Montinieri.

PRESENTATION OF MEDALS — GEORGE WALLACE

Representatives Russ Morin and Antonio “Tony” Geerpresented George Wallace with a
Connecticut Wartimes Veterans Medal and Ribbontgbéshed by the Connecticut General
Assembly in 2005 for Connecticut residents foritlegemplary service and unwavering courage.

Senator John Fonfara presented Mr. Wallace withitatiGn from the Connecticut General
Assembly.

Chairperson Adil said that it was a great day wthenWorld War Il Veteran’s were honored by
Secretary of the State Susan Bysiewicz. He sat Mr. Wallace is a modest man and he
thanked him for his service.

George Wallace said that in a couple of weeks hleb&iin Oregon for the last reunion of this
squadron. He said that he is accepting this avaartdimself but also on behalf of the members
of his Air Force squadron. He said that Connecticat well represented in the War. He thanked
the officials for the presentation and citations.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REPORT

Peter Gillespie, Town Planner, presented the foligweport:
MONTHLY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REPORT

RECENTLY COMPLETED PROJECTS/NEW BUSINESSES
31 Town Line Road — KFC/Hines Sudden Service

The PZC has approved plans for the demolition andnstruction of buildings on this site to accomated® new
buildings, a new restaurant and larger office lmgld Construction is now complete for the restaira

280 Main Street — Massage Therapy and WellnesgCent

Interior renovations are complete to renovategpixce.
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54 Beaver Road — Dog Grooming Business

Interior improvements are complete.
1303 Silas Deane Highway — Goff Brook Shops
Spirit Halloween stores has opened a temporarg stdhis space.

APPROVED DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS/UNDER CONSTRUCTION
Former Fire House Grill — 1151 Silas Deane Highw&jumphrey's Restaurant

An interior demolition permit has been issued todrat some interior work to this building. An dpation has been
approved by Design Review and a building permitiegjion has been approved. Construction is ncsdenway.

Nathan Hale Apartments, AHEPA, Inc. — Elderly HagdProject — 1532 Berlin Turnpike

An application was approved by the ZBA and the RZ@ermit the construction of an addition to thisting building
to accommodate 42 additional units. A buildingngiehas been approved. The project was delayedi@ifonal
State funds were pursued to cover budget overiuit3O is anticipated shortly.

Former Amici’s Restaurant — Pal's Pub — 672 Sileari2 Highway

Approval has been granted for the renovation of thiilding and for the use of an outdoor patio donew
restaurant/café in this building. Constructionasv underway.

Lot 4 Progress Drive — Office Building

A PZC application and plans have been submittedit®mplan approval for the construction of a 2ystoedical office
building at this site, the building is roughly 2000s.f. and will be known as the Connecticut Cehtar Cosmetic
Enhancement and Young Pharmaceuticals.

Progress Drive — CREC — Soundbridge School

On April 1 the PZC approved plans for an expansiothe school which would double the size of thédimg.
Construction is underway.

1380 Berlin Turnpike — Jordan Lane Shopping Center

Interior renovations are underway for a Little GaissPizza restaurant in this space.
1770 Berlin Turnpike — Carmen Anthony’'s Restaurant

A building permit has been issued for interior ratmns for a banquet room.

UNDER PERMIT REVIEW
Cottone Field — Sports Lighting

At their August 5 PZC meeting plans were approedddtall sports lighting at Cottone Field.
1260 Silas Deane Highway — Hartford Hospital

At the August 5 PZC meeting revise plans that ohelan expansion of 13,000 s.f. to the existingdimgland parking
lots to accommodate the growing needs of this rakfiicility were approved.
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322 - 334 Silas Deane Highway — Zone Change

A zone change has been approved to rezone vaniopsriies located north of Nott Street on the s of the
Highway as recommended in the Silas Deane Highwastdd Plan.

295 Ridge Road — Church Homes — Assisted Living

A CO has been issued for the renovation of thitdmg to accommodate 13 condominium units. A pnaiary
plan has been submitted for the second phasesopthject which would change the approved plansireidde

an assisted living facility. At the August 5 PZCGeeting a zoning regulation amendment applicatios wa
approved that would permit assisted living in thase. A public hearing is scheduled for October 7.

411 Hartford Avenue — Buck Arts Academy
Plans have been submitted to HDC for demolition r@emibvation to the barns on this property to accooate
an arts academy.

DEVELOPER/PROPERTY OWNER/REALTOR CONTACT
e Comstock Ferre and Co. — Main Street We have bpproached by a new interested party working on
plans for this property, negotiations are underaagy no plans have been submitted yet.

» Discussed conceptual plans and site improvemerits aevigineer representative Silas Deane Highway
shopping center for a small office building.

» Discussed possible purchase of Silas Deane HigBiwagping Center property.
»  Met with architect and engineer working on plansafonid sized multi family housing project.
e Pursuing possible interest in new restaurant aget&in on Silas Deane Highway.

SILAS DEANE HIGHWAY REVITALIZATION PROGRAM

. Work is nearly completed on the Church Street tsitape project as paver sidewalks, ornamental aatls
stairs are constructed. Street lights have noovaden installed.

. Met with CRCOG representative to discuss possilpigons and locations for new bus shelters at key
locations on the Silas Deane Highway and in otbeations in Town.

FACADE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
» Continue to meet with property owners interestedhe facade program. Have committed funds to 10
business/property owners to date totaling $256,228e closing was held in July and 2 additionaiolgs are
planned in the next few weeks.

 Town Manager has signed STEAP contract for an iadéit $200,000 to be used for properties in Old
Wethersfield and the Berlin Turnpike. We will bending out a mailing to property owners to prontbe
program.

OTHER NEWS AND INITIATIVES
Economic Development and Improvement Commission
« The Commission has initiated a process to revied gvise the 2001 Economic Development
Strategic Plan.

» Several members are working with the Tourism Comsimisto organize for a Farmers Market.
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The Commission has identified a series of prigsitier the upcoming year which include: increased
business visitations, development of a shop locagifam, better use of Town website for marketing
and promoting the Town for development, improvethewnication with the business community and
support for development projects particularly trelBvelopment Agency Initiatives.

Wethersfield Life has graciously agreed to provitene monthly space for an update on economic
development and EDIC initiatives. EDIC member Ddsgcks will be providing a summary of
monthly activities to improve communications wigsidents and businesses.

An updated available property list is being disitéd.
The Salute To Business event will be held on Wedilmg®ecember 3 at the Country Club.

Staff and the EDIC Chair attended a breakfast mgedt Rocky Hill Town Hall to discuss ways to
attract retail projects to the community.

The EDIC welcomes several new members includingc@®McHugh, Rick Willard and Ben Bare.

We continue to work with Allegra Farms from Eastddam to operate the Horse and Carriage rides in
Old Wethersfield through our recent State grantie €ffort has been very successful and we intend to
continue to operate this program throughout thé ofsthe year on select weekends. Rides are
scheduled through the end of October on SaturdaysSandays from 12-4 pm

The Commission has signed up with both the Contigtcéind Massachusetts versions of the Staycation
programs to encourage local residents to visiaetivns closer to home this summer and Fall. Wk wil
be tallying web site hits in response to this niitvdtive.

The Commission has recently coordinated a discooapon program with local merchants and is
making it available through the Staycation program.

Coordinated meeting with Old Wethersfield Stakeboddto communicate ongoing efforts amongst all
groups. Will continue with regular schedule of mags into the future.

The Tourism Commission welcomes several new memii@doscas McHugh as the EDIC rep and
Shireen Aforismo as the Chamber rep.

Working with Paul Mayer from the Central TourismsBict on a promotional video of the Town.
Filming is planned for October 9 and 10.

Redevelopment Agency

The Agency continues to meet with property owness discuss potential for redevelopment
opportunities and partnerships.

The Agency is working on plans for the second comityitforum to be held on October 15 at 7pm at
the Silas Deane Middle School. Guest Speakersidech local commercial real estate broker and
representatives from the State’s office of Respmessrowth.

A draft mixed use zoning regulation is presentlyngereviewed by a subcommittee consisting of
representatives from Design Review, PZC and theeRRedpment Agency. A public hearing is
scheduled for November 5.

Preserve America
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* We have heard that we have been awarded $90,00@ tesed for a wayfinding signage program.
Official notification has not yet been received. Wil shortly begin a process to review and dettad
final design and locations with the various stakeéis.

* We are working with the State on the awarding 013000 towards the gateway project at Marsh
Street. We are working on plans in anticipatioputting the project out to bid in the near future.

Councilor Kotkin asked about the 20,000 square édiide building on the report.

Peter Gillespie, Town Planner said that it was umveloper/Property Owner/Realtor Contact
listed as conceptual plans for a small office bogdon the north end of the Silas Deane
Highway shopping center.

Councilor Kotkin asked that he highlight the newjpcts in the report.

Councilor Roberts asked for items to be highlighteat are new from the last report.

Councilor Console said that a Town resident Mr.ndoim, business Sunshine Laundry burned
down in Hartford. He asked if there was a waytli@ Town to reach out to his business.

Peter Gillespie said that he would certainly reaghand see if there is an interest in Town.
Dolores Sassano, Town Clerk, took attendance.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
GENERAL COMMENTS

Gus Colantonio, 16 Morrison Avenue, said that Heddor a stop sign at the intersection of
Morrison Avenue and Orchard Street. The answerthaisthere was not enough traffic on the
street. He said that he has lived here since d8d3as never seen such problems on the street.
Last year after the street was repaved the watdrlgmns started on the sidewalk. He said there
is no apron between the sidewalk and the stregiitdhe leaves on it for pick up. He asked what
he should do.

Bonnie Therrien, Town Manager, said that the Towihwwork with the residents on Morrison
Avenue to take care of that problem.

Chairperson Adil asked that the Town Manager asé into the issue of water.

Holly Colantonio, 16 Morrison Avenue, said that skented to bring to the Town Council’s
attention the problems on Morrison Avenue. Asslteof the paving problem last summer the
street was left in a condition that compromisesstifety of anyone who uses the sidewalks. This
is the only street in Town with sidewalks that doekave a snow shelf. The paving project was
the opportunity for the Town to address the loragpding problem of a lack of a snow shelf. The
Town Manager and Town Engineer met with residentssaid that a contractor would mill out
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the existing curbing which was not part of the wrad) paving project. The milling of the curbing
would help with the drainage problem on the sidégalThey did the milling but in the process
they broke and cracked numerous slabs. There lsasa consistency with the overlay of the
street which makes curbing impossible. Morrisonewe is a connector between the Silas
Deane Highway and Wolcott Hill Road and sees higipeted traffic. She said that there are no
snow shelves for the leaves for collection. On Wésdlay, trash pick up day, the barrels are on
the sidewalks and people have to walk in the roéds not safe. The residents are not going to
give up until the problems are remedied.

George Ruhe, 936 Cloverdale Circle, said that Iseahimiend who used to sit in the front row of
the old Council Chambers. His name is George Wella friend and fellow co-patriot of World
War Il. He is pleased to see the honor that wasrgto Mr. Wallace. He said giving respect to
Veterans and doing things for Veterans has to gorxka ceremony giving out a medal. He
suggested that the Town Council reassess the pplgsthat has crept into the picture of
shutting off Veterans at the meetings. Participagmvernment was one of the things that World
War Il was about.

Robert Young, 20 Coppermill Road, congratulated Wallace on his service to the Country.
He attended the earlier meeting and was impresgadhe Energy Consultant. He said that the
Town needs to crunch down the size in order torbéine with State reimbursements. The
projects are going to cost a lot of money and timanicial markets have hit a real low.
Unemployment is up. He said that he has talkeéorown Council, State Representatives and
the Governor's office regarding this situation onregular basis. These are tough times.
Renovations of this magnitude are above and beydmat people of Wethersfield are able to
afford. There is a great opportunity on Novemb&r #e is pleased to see the signs up to vote
yes on the Constitutional Convention. He said fasses then people can ask for initiatives and
referendums and that is very important.

Taikang Ning, 24 Westledge Drive, said that hediga Westwood Drive and the road condition
is very bad. He hopes the Town will fix it.

COUNCIL REPORTS & COMMENTS

Councilor Forrest said that:

» Conservation Commission — Another phase of thetatgi Trail has been completed.
The continuation of the trail will flow from CoveaR and on through the Meadows. A
new map has been created by the Park and Recr&sjmartment.

* Green Summit Il is progressing nicely due to thelheork of the Steering Committee. A
website is up and running @tvw.greensummitii.org There will be many speakers at the
summit to empower citizens and businesses to becteaser and greener. There will be
raffles, too. The Green Summit Il will be Novemig&rat the Wethersfield High School.

Councilor Walsh reminded people to turn out for fRedevelopment Agency’s forum next
Wednesday at the Middle School Auditorium.
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Councilor Roberts said that the Retired Connectieotice Chiefs’ Association had their
quarterly meeting and presented their first Poldfécer Medal of Valor. It was awarded to
three officers in Wethersfield — Officers Anthonyemonte, Ronald Floyd and Michael Wren
having them at a Council meeting as well.

Councilor Console said that he received a few dadis residents about the status of Goff Road
and Middletown Avenue/Route 3 intersection. Heedsthat the Town Manager look into the
issues. He said that he didn’t receive a resptinbes questions about Fire Truck Engine 21 and
asked where it stands.

Bonnie Therrien, Town Manager, said that the inscearepresentative that is going over that
had an emergency and delayed the meeting. Sheetithat report to him as well as a report on
Goff Road. Typically, the Town does about 12 romdthe fall. This year the Town has done 4.
The price of asphalt is out of sight.

Chairperson Adil said that:

* He attended the World War Il Veteran’s Ceremonye daid that the response for the
event was very positive. He said the Mayor of @aoislvile recommended that the
Town Council have a reception for volunteers in ficand honor them for their years of
service to the Town.

» The MDC clean up was held last weekend and wasaitelhded.

 The Historical Society Craft Fair was this weekend.here were 2400 people in
attendance.

« The F' Annual Statewide Italian American Celebration wik October 10-12" in
Hartford.

* Three businesses in Old Wethersfield are workimggtioer on a wine and cheese festival
fundraiser for the Wethersfield Fuel Bank on Octdl&! at the Bean and Grape

* Mikey's Place 5K will take place on October™&t 11:00 a.m.

* The Central Connecticut Health District is presegt six part program entitled Diabetes
Take Charge at no cost.

» Governor Rell and the Office of Policy Managemer& aotifying Tax Assessors about
the change that the Federal Government has mate process for filing Veterans’ tax.

Bonnie Therrien, Town Manager, said that there \wmasnistake in the newspaper. The
applications are due in Decembél 1The Town has been receiving applications alhglo If
there are questions, residents can call the Asse$3flice.

Chairperson Adil said that Fire Chief Chuck Flyrasrannounced that the Fire Department has
been selected by the Volunteer Commendation Seatiorthe International Fire Chief's
Association and Volunteer Insurance Services teivecthe second annual 2008 vehicle safe
operations achievement award.
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COUNCIL ACTION

OTHER BUSINESS

Councilor Roberts movetifrO WAIVE FIFTY PERCENT OF THE POLICE SERVICES
FEE FOR THE NOVEMBER 1, 2008 TEAM TOWANDA FOUNDATIO N FUND RAISER
AT THE COMMUNITY CENTER” seconded by Councilor Cascio.

Bonnie Therrien, Town Manager, said that the Teanvanda Foundation is an organization that
provides funds for mammograms for uninsured womdimey are having a fundraiser at the
Community Center in Wethersfield. They need te Ipiolice officers. The cost would be $286.
If Council wishes to waive half as it has in thetp@ would be $143.

All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The motion passed 9-0-0.
Councilor Roberts movedTO TRANSFER $4000 FROM THE CONTINGENCY
ACCOUNT 1910-59250 TO THE POLICE DEPARTMENT ACCOUNT 1210-52275 FOR
BOILER REPAIRS” seconded by Councilor Walsh.

Bonnie Therrien, Town Manager, said that it wasalered recently that one of the two boilers
in the Police Department has developed a leak. Wdreanties cover the actual boilers but not
the labor. The Town has gotten three quotes.yRéechanical is the lowest quote at $3,500.
Deputy Mayor Montinieri asked if this was the req@ment of the entire boiler.

Bonnie Therrien, Town Manager, said that it is anlgection.

Deputy Mayor Montinieri asked how the Town deteredirthat the other boiler does not have the
same problem.

Bonnie Therrien, Town Manager, said that Town Statcked it as well as the boiler company.
The warranty is seven years on the boilers.

Deputy Mayor Montinieri asked if there was a waydocument that the other boiler was
inspected in case something comes up when the ntaeapires.

Bonnie Therrien, Town Manager, said that she woeldlad to do that.

Councilor Console said that this is the secondeigbiat came up. He asked if it is the same
company that did the sprinklers.

Bonnie Therrien, Town Manager said that it is &dént company.
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Councilor Console suggested that the Town hire aside building inspector to look at the
entire building.

Bonnie Therrien, Town Manager, said that she cgeldan estimate having an outside building
inspector come in but that it will be costly.

Chairperson Adil asked if the Town has inspectiomsts buildings on a regular basis.

Bonnie Therrien, Town Manager, said that inspestiare done when granting a certificate of
occupancy.

Councilor Roberts asked if insurance coverage wpaidfor this.
Bonnie Therrien, Town Manager, said that the insceadeductible is $5,000 per incident.
All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The motion passed 9-0-0.

Councilor Kotkin movedTO AUTHORIZE THE TOWN MANAGER TO SELL THE
UNUSED TOWN FURNITURE FROM TOWN HALL OFFICES EITHER THROUGH
ADVERTISED BID OR NEGOTIATION WITH PERSPECTIVE BUYE RS” seconded by
Deputy Mayor Montinieri.

Bonnie Therrien, Town Manager, said that the Tows & few pieces of furniture that are not
needed anymore because they have been replacedhétyahs from the Board of Education. By
Charter, the Town Council has to authorize heretiorigl of the furniture.

All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The motion passed 9-0-0.
BIDS

Councilor Kotkin movedTO AWARD THE QUARRY AND BITUMINOUS MATERIALS
BID TO THE LOWEST RESPONSIBLE BIDDER, TILCON CT, IN THE AMOUNT OF
$16,352"seconded by Councilor Roberts.

Councilor Kotkin moved“TO AMEND THE MOTION TO CHANGE THE AMOUNT
FROM $16,352 TO $16,350seconded by Councilor Roberts.

Bonnie Therrien, Town Manager, said that the PlaysRervices Department budget has that
amount of money in it for this year for the mairdgeoe of pot holes. The Town went out to bid
and Tilcon is the low bidder. The Town has worketh them before and they have done a good
job.

Councilor Kotkin asked about the Charter terminglégy lowest responsible bidder. He asked
how the Town comes up with the bottom line numbie$1®,350.
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Mike Turner, Director of Physical Services, saidttkypically the Town does a comparison of
the bids based on the material the Town uses. sdg cubic yards for a mathematical equivalent
to look at the bids. The Town is appropriatingieg amount of money and will spend up to
that amount.
Deputy Mayor Montinieri asked how much materiaktivould supply to the Town.

Mike Turner, Director of Physical Services saidtthas a price for any material needed to get
the job done.

Deputy Mayor Montinieri asked if there was a ptiplist of projects.

Mike Turner, Director of Physical Services saidt s is ongoing maintenance of pot holes that
come in with complaints.

All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The motion passed 9-0-0.

ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, APPOINTMENTS FOR INTRODU(N

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SOCIAL SERVICES BLOCK GRANT

RESOLUTION FOR A STATE GRANT FOR THE GATEWAY ENTRABE PROJECT

MINUTES

Deputy Mayor Montinieri movedTO APPROVE THE REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
OF SEPTEMBER 15, 2008 AS AMENDED"seconded by Councilor Kotkin.

All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The motion passed 9-0-0.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

At 8:41 p.m., Deputy Mayor Montinieri moved@O GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO
DISCUSS REAL ESTATE NEGOTIATIONS, PENDING LITIGATIO N, AND UNION
NEGOTIATIONS” seconded by Councilor Forrest.

All Councilors present, including the Chairpersooted AYE. The motion passed 9-0-0.
Bonnie Therrien, Town Manager, was present durivg Executive Session as were invitees:
Chief Engineer Mike Turner, Town Attorney John Beadand Attorney Tom Gerarde from

Howd Ludorf.
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Attorney Gerarde, from Howd Ludorf, left the megtat 9:08 pm.
Attorney Bradley and Chief Engineer Turner left theeting at 9:22 pm.
Councilor Roberts left the meeting at 9:23 pm lettimed at 9:25 pm

No motions were made and no votes were taken ioutixe session.

At 9:25 p.m., Councilor Walsh movédiO LEAVE EXECUTIVE SESSION TO REJOIN
PUBLIC SESSION” seconded by Councilor Console. All Councilors presincluding the
Chairperson voted AYE. The motion passed 9-0-0.

Deputy Mayor Montinieri movetto accept the recommendation of the Town and Insuance
Attorneys to have the Insurance Attorney only repreent the Town and Officer Miguel
Vargas on the Bernice Grant-Nails, Administrator ofthe Estate of Bianca Madley, against
the Town of Wethersfield”, seconded by Councilor Walsh.

All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The motion passed 9-0-0.

Deputy Mayor Montinieri movetto authorize the settlement of the Crest Mechanida
lawsuit, as recommended by the Town Attorney,’seconded by Councilor Roberts

All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The motion passed 9-0-0.

Councilor Forrest movedd refer to the Planning and Zoning Commission folan 8-24
Review, the sale of a Town owned lot on Goodwin Rd4, seconded by Councilor Walsh.

All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The motion passed 9-0-0.
ADJOURNMENT
At 9:29 p.m., Councilor Roberts mov&dO ADJOURN THE MEETING" seconded by

Councilor Kotkin. All Councilors present, includirthe Chairperson voted AYE. The motion
passed 9-0-0.

Dolores G. Sassano
Town Clerk



