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REGULAR MEETING 
 AUGUST 5, 2013 
 
The Wethersfield Town Council held a meeting on Monday, August 5, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers, 505 Silas Deane Highway, Wethersfield. 
 
Present:  Councilors Kotkin, Manousos, Montinieri, Roberts, Deputy Mayor Console, and 
Chairperson Hemmann.  Absent:  Councilors Drake, Hurley, McAlister. 
 
Also present:  Jeff Bridges, Town Manager, RaeAnn Palmer, Assistant Town Manager and 
Dolores G. Sassano, Town Clerk. 
     
Councilor Montinieri led the pledge of allegiance to the flag. 
 
GENERAL COMMENTS 
 
John Miller, 45 Highland St., commented on the high school renovation project: concerns 
regarding traffic flow, north side; moving the softball fields and tennis courts, costs associated 
with that; elimination of the geothermal system & cost of new HVAC system; need additional 
bleacher seating at the field; and questioned replacing the baseball field.   
 
Gus Colantonio, 16 Morrison Ave., commented on the lack of a stop sign on Morrison Avenue. 
 
Robert Young, 20 Coppermill Rd., commented on the Old Wethersfield redevelopment; 
difficulty paying taxes each year for what we get; against the newly approved radio system; and 
the town spends too much money.   
 
George Ruhe, 956 Cloverdale Cir., commented on the special meeting held that passed the $3.8 
million dollar radio system; not convinced of cost of new system; and questioned the vendor 
selection process. 
 
Mike Cuddigan, 49 Westlook Rd., commented on the radio system; how it was chosen; and why 
other two vendors were not able to bid.   
 
Robert Garrey, 10 Morrison Ave., commented on the changes to the high school project; 
reduction of the thickness of asphalt in parking lots and roads is very short-sided; Town Hall 
building is still ugly; and pointed out that the HVAC isn’t screened and no landscaping on this 
project.   
 
COUNCIL REPORTS  
 
Nothing to report. 
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COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Councilor Kotkin commented that he received a note from a resident riding his bike and blew out 
his tire on the downhill side going east on Nott off of Ridge; wondered if the town could look at 
any patching that can smooth it out.   
 
Councilor Kotkin received a letter from the Mayor which he thinks is great, but his house 
received three copies and wondered if there is a way to sort a so that only one copy goes to a 
resident household. 
 
Deputy Mayor Console commented Waterbury also implemented a new radio system, the news 
reported they are having some issues with it and asked Rae Ann to check on which vendor is in 
Waterbury.   
 
Deputy Mayor Console commented on Mr. Miller’s comments regarding the building project at 
the high school; as a long-time resident and seasoned engineer with very good advice; urged the 
Building Department and Committee itself to reach out to Mr. Miller and his firm; and he is 
trying to do the right thing for the town. He wants the high school project to come out proper, 
and thinks the Committee should reach out to people like Mr. Miller and others in the business to 
get their input.  
 
Deputy Mayor Console commented on the $50,000 study for Old Wethersfield, while good, 
doesn’t think anything is to come out of it; and agrees that it was money not well spent.   
 
Deputy Mayor Console, spoke to one of Mr. Ruhe’s comments, as a tax payer he looks for the 
best interest of the entire town. In five or six years, some of this Council may not be here, who 
will be accountable then. He tries to be as accountable as possible and if he makes a mistake and 
people point that out, he tries to do a better job next time around and appreciates Mr. Ruhe’s 
comments on that. 
 
He also received a letter from a resident regarding a tire that was blown out on Nott St.  Also, Ivy 
Lane is falling apart and noted that he did receive some information that he requested from Mr. 
Turner.  Also Crest St. is even beyond caving in and according to the system, there is no plan on 
anything going on at Crest and asked Mr. Turner to address these issues at the next meeting. 
 
Councilor Manousos wanted to echo some of what Deputy Mayor Console, John Miller and Rob 
Garrey said considering the increased costs of the project at the high school  and agrees with the 
suggestion of a third party review of site work in addition to a third party review of the 
architectural work.  He stated this can be done simultaneously so it does not extend the project 
timeline any further.  Mr. Miller is a well respected engineer who could be valuable.   
 
Mr. Manousos next addressed some comments that Mr. Young and Mr. Ruhe made on the radio 
system.  
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He stated the thought that the radio system was not bid out, is completely inaccurate and wrong 
and gives the public the wrong impression of what was done.  He stated that the project was bid 
through an RFQ process; it wasn’t something that was done overnight or without public 
comment and was something that has taken about 18 months from start to finish with a paid 
consultant who is an expert in the field with the Town Manager and Assistant Town Manager 
and an independent paid consultant.  Mr. Manousos asked Ms. Palmer if she could explain the 
process even though we did go through it at the last Council meeting to make sure that the story 
is written properly and the facts are out there to the public.  Councilor Manousos commented that 
he was born in this town and has relatives in this town and commented that his decisions are also 
in the best interest of the town.  He next asked Ms. Palmer to review the process that we went 
through to support the radio bid. 
 
Mayor Hemmann commented we can do it through the Town Manager’s report.  
 
Councilor Roberts commented she happened to see the new façade for Wang’s Chinese Food and 
the Wethersfield Pawn shop; she asked if they received façade money for that.  Mr. Bridges 
responded no.  Councilor Roberts stated that it is absolutely atrocious.  It is black with neon 
yellow and white. Across the street we have the Police Department that looks good and then 
across the street you have this hideous façade. She asked if the Design Review Committee should 
have looked at it. She stated it is appalling and questioned whether we could do anything about it.  
 
Councilor Roberts commented the Wethersfield Early Childhood Collaborative, a coalition of 
volunteers that meet periodically, have developed a plan. The plan is to make sure that all 
children in Wethersfield from birth to 8 years are ready for school and will be able to succeed in 
school. They are having a fundraiser called “The Perfect Day” on August 19th which is basically a 
golf tournament at the Wethersfield Country Club. She asked if an announcement could be put in 
the next Manager’s Report.  More information is on their web site: theperfectdaytournament.org. 
Also, you can just attend for lunch or dinner if you don’t play golf.   
 
Councilor Roberts, as a follow-up to what Councilor Manousos said if we are to do these extra 
reviews, hopefully that is not going to be coming out of the Building Committee’s pocket. The 
Town Manager and Superintendent of Schools have been at every meeting as well as Mr. Bushy 
Mr. Miller is an Engineer but engineers differ in their opinions and she doesn’t think the money 
should be coming out of the Building Committee’s budget.  Councilor Drake is on the also  on 
the Committee so there is tons of review and there is a lot of people who are professionals and 
like every other profession, not everyone agrees whether they are an Engineer or not and would 
caution being hasty in trying to micro manage this group. 
 
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
Mr. Bridges reported that CL&P continues their tree trimming and there has been numerous 
questions on both: if they have trimmed a lot or not enough.  He stated that he has spoken to 
CL&P and they are planning to be here on the 19th and answer any questions from anyone.   
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Mr. Bridges responded they began the process for the visit from Mayor Ashida of Nagayo, Japan. 
 He stated he is coming in October and stated that the next meeting will be August 8th at 5:00 
p.m. for those who are interested in working on that Committee.   
 
Mr. Bridges responded to Council member Manousos’ question as to Wethersfield High School 
renovation and whether it is the position of the Town Council to stop at this point and do a 
review of the site plan. He knows the Council was going to award bids for the site work on 
August 19th but, if Council is going to stop, they have to stop now.   
 
Councilor Manousos commented on Mr. Miller’s reference to a third-party review of the 
Architectural work that is being done now.   
 
Mayor Hemmann responded it is on the agenda for tonight.   
 
Councilor Manousos asked if we could do it simultaneously will we still keep in the timeline.   
 
Mr. Bridges responded that it would not maintain the timeline.   
 
Councilor Manousos commented then it is something that they would have to consider and he is 
bringing it up for discussion because of some valid points especially the one about the paving.   
 
Councilor Montinieri asked if it would be possible to get those questions presented to the 
Committee to respond to without having to go that step so at least they can answer? 
 
Councilor Manousos said yes, that would be an alternative. 
 
Councilor Montinieri commented the 100% reimbursement thing is more complicated than John 
[Miller] suggested. He has heard some answers, posed by some members of the Committee that 
were pretty comprehensive,  dispelling that concern but at the same time he, is raising questions 
the public are probably going to ask and  to have an answer also. I think the Committee could 
respond and that may satisfy that concern.   
 
Councilor Manousos also questioned now that the geothermal not being done why are we 
moving the softball field, couldn’t we just extent the parking lot, fill in that little dip? It may be 
more of an engineering question but we can save some additional money and get more parking.  
Mr. Bridges asked RaeAnn Palmer to the podium to answer some questions about the bidding 
process. 
 
Ms. Palmer commented that she first wanted to correct something that has been said repeatedly.  
The cost of the radio system is $3.5 million dollars with an additional $100,000 to replace the 
fire paging system.  That system calls out the fire fighters should there be a fire call in town.  So 
the total cost of the system with full fire paging replacement is $3.6 million dollars.  Ms. Palmer 
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then responded to Mr. Cuddigan’s question explaining there were other vendors involved such as 
Cassidian Communications and explained pricing and the selection process.   
 
Deputy Mayor Console moved “TO TAKE THE REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF 
JULY 23, 2013, AND THE SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES JULY  30, 2013, OFF OF 
THE AGENDA AND ADD THEM TO THE AUGUST 19 TH AGENDA” , seconded by 
Councilor Montinieri. 
 
All Councilors present, including the Chairperson voted AYE.  The motion passed 6-0-0.  
 
Deputy Mayor Console moved “TO ADD FOR INTRODUCTION UNDER ORDINANCES, 
RESOLUTIONS AND INTRODUCTIONS, 5A FAIR HOUSING RESO LUTION AND 5B 
RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING THE ACCEPTANCE OF AN URBAN ACTION 
GRANT AWARD IN THE AMOUNT OF $500,000 AND AUTHORIZA TION FOR THE 
TWON MANAGER TO EFFECTUATE SAID AWARD” , seconded by Councilor 
Montinieri.   
 
All Councilors present, including the Chairperson voted AYE.  The motion passed 6-0-0.  
 
 
 
COUNCIL ACTION 
 
Deputy Mayor Console moved “TO APPOINT CHRISTINE TAYLOR, 505 SILAS DEANE 
HIGHWAY AS MUNICIPAL AGENT FOR THE ELDERLY EFFECTIV E 8-5-2013 TO 
6-30-2015”, seconded by Councilor Montinieri. 
 
All Councilors present, including the Chairperson voted AYE.  The motion passed 6-0-0.  
 
BIDS 
 
Deputy Mayor Console moved “MOTION TO AUTHORIZE THE TOWN MANAGER TO 
NEGOTIATE AND EXECUTE LEASE PURCHASE AGREEMENTS FOR  PURCHASE 
AND DELIVERY OF FOUR (4) POLICE INTERCEPTORS; FOUR (4) PICKUP 
VEHICLES FOR PHYSICAL SERVICES; TWO (2) DUMP TRUCKS  FOR PHYSICAL 
SERVICES AND ONE (1) FIRE TRUCK”, seconded by Councilor Manousos. 
 
Mr. Bridges explained that in accordance with the adopted town budget, we anticipated the 
purchase of these vehicles and the financing thereof.  Interim Finance Director Linda Savitsky 
has bid out the financing for these vehicles and is recommending First Niagara as its finance 
company.  The Staff recommends approval.  Mr. Bridges added that many of these will bought 
off state bid and the fire truck will be bid separately and you’ll see a bid specification and we will 
ask for authorization to bid that out.  The remaining vehicles will be purchased as you can see on 



 August 5, 2013 Meeting Notes 
Page 6 

 
the next on the agenda through state prices. 
 
Councilor Kotkin asked how this compares with what we put in the budget for the year. 
 
Mr. Bridges responded that it is the same thing as the radio system it slipped slightly but not 
significantly.   
 
Councilor Kotkin asked if it is in line, but just a tad over what we had budgeted. 
 
Mr. Bridges stated just a tad. 
 
Councilor Roberts asked what fire house company it is going to. 
 
Mr. Bridges replied that it is going to Company 2 and it’s their aerial device, their truck is 30 
years old, so we are taking that off-line. 
 
Deputy Mayor Console asked since these are three different departments in town, should each 
one be voted on individually.  If the Council chooses not to buy one of these vehicles, do we risk 
getting a less of a lease. 
 
Mr. Bridges stated yes. 
 
All Councilors present, including the Chairperson voted AYE.  The motion passed 6-0-0. 
 
Deputy Mayor Console moved “TO AWARD BIDS FOR THE PURCHASE OF FLEET 
VEHICLES:  CROWLEY FORD FOR FIVE TRUCKS:  4 F-350’S  & 1 F55 IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $169,423, CROWLEY FORD F-350 NATURAL GAS VAN IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $42,000, 10 YARD MAINTENANCE/SNOW PLOW TRUCK $227,000”, 
seconded by Councilor Manousos.  
 
Mr. Bridges explained as we just discussed in the previous agenda item, these were the vehicles 
to be financed.  We are receiving a grant of $50,688 for the plow truck, that is a clean energy 
grant which gives us money towards the new plow truck because it has a cleaner burning engine 
it comes right off the immediate cost of the truck.  The return on it is that we have to make 
inoperable the truck we are taking off-line which is a 2000 or 1999 version, much less efficient.  
We also got the $12,000 grant for the natural gas van and those purchases are keeping with our 
desire to move to more efficient vehicles of natural gas or cleaner burning diesel engines. 
 
Councilor Kotkin commented that he is assuming the amount that we would get if we tried to sell 
that truck would be way less than the $50,000 grant.  Mr. Bridges responded absolutely, we have 
been getting $5,000 or $6,000 for these things.   
 
All Councilors present, including the Chairperson voted AYE.  The motion passed 6-0-0 
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Deputy Mayor Console asked if the snow plow was a tri axel. 
 
Mr. Bridges responded it is a 3 axel and we are taking one off-line and stated that none of the 
vehicles that you are seeing here is a net gain to the fleet; they are all one-for-one. 
 
Deputy Mayor Console moved “MOTION TO AWARD A CONTRACT FOR THIRD 
PARTY CODE REVIEW OF THE WETHERSFIELD HIGH SCHOOL R ENOVATION 
PROJECT PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS TO PIERZ ASSOCIATE S IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $48,500”, seconded by Councilor Roberts. 
 
Mr. Bridges explained that this is a proposal from a third party basically a code reviewer of the 
entire set of plans for Phase II of the project which includes the interior spaces.  He stated this is 
the heart and soul of the project that needs to be reviewed before the State of Connecticut allows 
us to bid the project.  Ordinarily, we would let the State review it, but given the timeframe we 
used to do the environmental work and prepare the plans and based upon amendments to the 
budget for the remediation in order to stay on schedule we are recommending that we go outside 
the State of Connecticut to have third party do it and submit those comments to the State of 
Connecticut for their approval.  Mr. Bridges stated that we budget $10,000 for this, the other 
$38,500 will come out of the owner’s contingency line which will leave us with roughly 
$605,000 left in the contingency fund.   
 
Mayor Hemmann asked if this was initially put in at the beginning of the project in case the State 
was not able to review the Phase I particulars. 
 
Mr. Bridges responded yes, we had some in the beginning of the project, but the expectation at 
the beginning of the project is we would have ample time to have the State review it and not 
spend the money. 
 
Mayor Hemmann wanted to confirm that as of  now the State is saying that they would take up to 
90 days. 
 
Mr. Bridges responded yes, which would put us past our start date that has been on schedule. 
 
Councilor Montinieri asked between February and May we had the delay because of the PCB 
analysis so we got behind and were not ready to present to the State presumable.  So in February 
the Department of Construction Services indicated they would be able to complete the review in 
30 days, but in May when we were finally ready to submit, because of the delays with the PCB, 
they indicated that they could not.  So is there no provision in DCS to accommodate—this is a 
redundant review I assume, this is a review done by the State or on behalf of the State that is 
already done as part of our architectural services for the project assuming this is a requirement of 
the State to sign off. 
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Mr. Bridges responded yes, they go page by page and review. 
 
Councilor Montinieri asked so there is no provision, given that the cost is now $40,000, if you 
count in that we had budgeted in $10,000 and there is no capacity or provision for DCS to 
accommodate a change in that requirement. 
 
Mr. Bridges responded not that we are aware of. 
 
Councilor Montinieri asked if anyone has asked that question. 
 
Mr. Bridges responded if they had the capability to do it, they wouldn’t have told us 90 days.   
 
Councilor Montinieri commented that he assumes that they are just busy now where they just 
can’t promise to get it done and they understand that it is $40,000 additional expense because of 
that answer to the town.  
 
Mr. Turner responded that we didn’t specifically tell them the cost; we ask them the firm’s 
capabilities on this project and Pierz Associates is the only firm of the four that has done these 
reviews on behalf of the State.   
 
A discussion ensued regarding the State code review requirement. It was determined that the 
options were to wait and have the State do it or to do it locally. There are limited resources 
available at the State and the Phase II work cannot go out to bid until the code review has been 
completed either by the State or the independent consultant. Mr. Turner added that Pierz is able 
to complete the review within 30 days and then we would go out to bid in mid-September and 
work would actually begin in October. 
 
All Councilors present, including the Chairperson voted AYE.  The motion passed 6-0-0. 
 
Mayor Console moved “MOTION TO AWARD A BID RENEWAL TO ATLANTIC 
PAVEMENT MARKING, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $34,000 FOR  REPAINTING OF 
STREET CENTERLINES, STOP BARS AND OTHER ROAD MARKIN GS IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $34,000”, seconded by Councilor Kotkin. 
 
Mr. Bridges explained that this is a CRCOG bid for pavement markings, stop bars, parking lots, 
etc.  There is a list in the packet of what we intend to do and Mr. Turner is here to answer any 
questions.   
 
Mayor Hemmann commented that this is the second year of the two-year State bid. 
 
All Councilors present, including the Chairperson voted AYE.  The motion passed 6-0-0. 
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ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, APPOINTMENTS FOR INTRODUCTION 
 
Mayor Hemmann introduced the following ordinances for introduction. 
 
Fair Housing Resolution for the Town of Wethersfield 
 
Resolution Recommending the Acceptance of an Urban Action Grant Award in the Amount of 
$500,000 and Authorization for the Town Manager to Effectuate Said Award. 
 
Mayor Hemmann commented that those will be on the next agenda as a public hearing item. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Jim Clynch, 903 Ridge Rd., commented on some of Councilor Manousos’ voting decisions on 
past agenda items and stated that he is the big spender in this town. 
 
Robert Garrey, 10 Morrison Avenue, commented that while he would rarely encourage the 
Council to spend more money, we know in certain circumstances, when we don’t spend it up 
front, it costs you more in the long run. To reduce the thickness of the asphalt is very short sided. 
He commented it is critically important to find the money to make sure the paving is done right. 
You won’t have the money to do it 10 years down the road in your capital budget.   
 
George A. Ruhe, 956 Cloverdale Cir, reminded the Councilors they work for the public. He sees 
an attitudinal thing sometimes.  There is a lack of confidence the public has on government in 
dealing with large projects.  Mr. Ruhe commented on the lack of money available to clean up and 
fix the pond.   
 
Gus Colantonio, 16 Morrison Ave., commented on the mill rate and tax increases and how Town 
employees receive salary raises every year; 82% of the Board of Education budget goes to 
teachers. The Silas Deane Highway is missing a handicapped walk way on Northwest side of 
Wells Rd.  Church and Main Street intersection is a busy place; the stop sign placement in that 
area is placed too far. He appreciates the street limit signs on Wolcott Hill Rd., have been 
changed to 35 mph. 
 
Robert Young, 20 Coppermill Rd., commented on an article that was printed in the Hartford 
Courant with possible incorrect information. 
 
Councilor Roberts asked if it would be possible to add to the agenda an update to the pond. 
 
Mr. Bridges responded there are higher priorities in terms of flooding in neighborhoods for 
drainage projects, this one is aesthetically poor but it is not impacting adjacent property other 
than aesthetics.  We have problems on other properties that actually impacted water in the houses 
so that where our focus has been on drainage projects. 
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Councilor Roberts asked if we can at least cut back some of the growth. 
 
Mr. Bridges responded that we can ask Physical Services to do some work out there, but it needs 
to be dredged if we are going to do it, it’s going to cost a lot of money. 
 
Deputy Mayor Console asked to add Murphy Pond for an update as well.  
 
At 8:45 Councilor Roberts moved “TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR 
LEGAL MATTERS” , seconded by Deputy Mayor Console. 
 
All Councilors present, including the Chairperson voted AYE.  The motion passed 6-0-0. 
 
At 9:12 p.m. Councilor Montinieri moved “TO EXIT THE EXECUTIVE SESSION” , 
seconded by Deputy Mayor Console. 
 
All Councilors present, including the Chairperson voted AYE.  The motion passed 6-0-0. 
 
At 9:12 p.m. Councilor Montinieri moved “TO ADJOURN THE MEETING” , seconded by 
Deputy Mayor Console. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
At 9:12 p.m., Councilor Roberts moved "TO ADJOURN THE MEETING"  seconded by 
Deputy Mayor Console.  All Councilors present, including the Chairperson voted AYE. The 
motion passed 6-0-0. 
 
 

Dolores G. Sassano   
Town Clerk 
 
Approved by Vote of Council 
August 19, 2013 
 

 


