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The Wethersfield Historic District Commission held a Public Hearing on February 14, 2012 at the 
Wethersfield Town Hall, Town Manager’s Conference Room – First Floor, 505 Silas Deane Highway, 
Wethersfield, Connecticut. 
 
Members Present:  Robert Garrey, Chairperson 

  Michael Rell, Vice Chairperson and Acting Clerk 
Lisa Wurzer, Alternate 
Paul Courchaine, Alternate 

 
Members Absent:  John Maycock  
   Cynthia Greenblatt 

Susan Gillanders, Alternate 
Mark Raymond, Alternate 

 
Also Present:  Kristin Stearley, Historic District Coordinator 
   Linda Messina, Recording Secretary 
 
Commissioner Garrey called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM, and read the opening comments.  
Commissioner Rell, Acting Clerk, read the Legal Notice as it appeared in the Rare Reminder on  
February 2, 2012.   
 
APPLICATION NO. 4012-12. Allan Wells seeking to install vinyl replacement windows at 114 Sharon 
Lane. 
 
Carol Pace, 114 Sharon Lane, appeared before the Commission. She would like to install vinyl 
replacement windows on the second floor.  The lower level windows were already replaced by a 
previous owner.  She would like to use the same style and size windows, sliding windows, brown on 
the outside.  The windows have an exterior sliding screen. 
 
Commissioner Garrey asked whether there was anyone wishing to speak in favor or in opposition to 
this application.  There being no one, this portion of the hearing was declared closed. 
 
APPLICATION NO. 4013-12. Kevin Hill seeking to install gutters at 187 Garden Street. 
 
Kevin Hill, 187 Garden Street, appeared before the Commission.  He would like to install gutters and 
downspouts on the front of the house.  They will be standard “K” style aluminum gutters in white.    
 
Commissioner Garrey asked whether there was anyone wishing to speak in favor or in opposition to 
this application.  There being no one, this portion of the hearing was declared closed. 
 
APPLICATION NO. 4014-12. Jeffrey and Marianne Lienau seeking to construct a 1½ story addition 
approximately 12’ x 16’ in dimension on the south elevation of the house at 456 Main Street. 
 
Jeffrey and Marianne Lienau, 456 Main Street, and Geoff Gaunt, 36 McMullen Avenue, appeared 
before the Commission.  They would like to add a 1½ story addition.  The center section of the house 
will be brought out.  The roof on the entire house will be replaced with an architectural shingle in a 
pre-approved color.  On the addition only, they are proposing Hardie Plank smooth lap siding with the 
same reveal as the existing siding.  The trim will be smooth composite trim board to match the 
existing.  The soffit panels will be the same materials and will be vented.  They will be using Eagle 
double-hung aluminum clad windows only on the new addition.   They will have a light pattern of a 
vertical 2/2.  The first floor currently has 2/2 and the second floor has 8/8.  They will be white in color.   
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The new door faces the back (the old door was on the angled portion of the house).  They will use a 
four light Eagle door.  The existing light will be moved to the new location.  The stairs will be treated 
pine that is painted.  There will be wrapped wood lattice and wood rails as drawn with a decorative 
cap, square balusters, and toe kick.  The siding will be painted to match the rest of the house.  The 
trim will be off-white.  They will install standard “K” style gutters in white to match the existing.    
 
Commissioner Garrey asked whether there was anyone wishing to speak in favor or in opposition to 
this application.  There being no one, this portion of the hearing was declared closed. 
 
APPLICATION NO. 4015-12. Strictly Chimneys seeking to install a chimney cap at 505 Main Street. 
 
Doug and Peter Wilson, sons of Robin Wilson, the owner of 505 Main Street, appeared before the 
Commission.  They would like to install a new gas burner.  There will be a 6” diameter pipe that will be 
8” high.  The center chimney has 6 flues and they will be capping one flue in the rear quadrant with a 
13” x 13” square cap painted black on top of the 8” high, 6” diameter pipe. 
 
Commissioner Garrey asked whether there was anyone wishing to speak in favor or in opposition to 
this application.  There being no one, this portion of the hearing was declared closed. 
 
APPLICATION NO. 4016-12. Jim Bankowski seeking to demolish the existing shed and construct a 
new shed approximately 10’ x 12’ in dimension and to install a 6’ cedar privacy fence and a 4’ black 
steel fence for an in-ground pool at 94 Hartford Avenue. 
 
Jim Bankowski, 94 Hartford Avenue, appeared before the Commission.  He would like to remove the 
old shed.  The new shed would be 10’ x 18’.  It will have shutters but no window boxes.  A photo of 
the proposed shed was submitted.  There will be slight changes – the double door will move to a 
different side.  It will have a standard wood ramp and it will be set on a stone foundation.  The pool will 
be located toward the north side of the yard.  The north side will have a privacy fence.  A black steel 4’ 
fence will surround the other three sides of the pool.  It will have square balusters and there will be 
one gate to match the fence.   
 
Commissioner Garrey asked whether there was anyone wishing to speak in favor or in opposition to 
this application.   
 
Elizabeth Enes, 17 Meggat Park, spoke in favor of the application. 
 
Commissioner Garrey asked whether there was anyone wishing to speak in favor or in opposition to 
this application.  There being no one, this portion of the hearing was declared closed. 
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APPLICATION NO. 4017-12. Spencer Mahar seeking to construct a 10’ x 16’ shed at 26 Willard 
Street. 
 
Spencer Mahar, 26 Willard Street, appeared before the Commission.  He would like to install a 
custom designed shed.  A photo was submitted.  There will be a side door and ramp for garden tools.  
He will use the same windows as are on the addition - Marvin Integrity awning or double-hung 
windows.  There is a glass block on the side of the kitchen and this will be matched on the shed.  He 
will use clapboard siding painted to match the house.  It will have a wood 6 panel door.  It will be on a 
pier foundation like the deck.  The base will be wrapped with cedar trim.  There will be all wood stairs 
as shown and wood posts as shown.  The side door will be made of ship lap material and will be a 
double swinging door.  The roof will be architectural slate gray to match house.  There will be no 
gutters.   
 
Commissioner Garrey asked whether there was anyone wishing to speak in favor or in opposition to 
this application.  There being no one, this portion of the hearing was declared closed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Rell seconded by Commissioner Wurzer, and a poll of the 
Commission, it was voted to close the public hearing on all applications and open the public meeting.   
 
Aye:  Garrey, Rell, Wurzer, Courchaine 
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APPLICATION NO. 4012-12. Allan Wells seeking to install vinyl replacement windows at 114 Sharon 
Lane. 
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Rell, seconded by Commissioner Wurzer and a poll of the 
Commission, it was voted to APPROVE the application as submitted. 
 
Discussion 
 
Commissioner Garrey stated that vinyl replacement windows have been used successfully in this 
complex before.  They are just standard brown sliding windows.  This unit does not directly face the 
road.   
 
Aye:  Garrey, Rell, Wurzer, Courchaine 
 
APPLICATION NO. 4013-12. Kevin Hill seeking to install gutters at 187 Garden Street. 
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Rell, seconded by Commissioner Wurzer and a poll of the 
Commission, it was voted to APPROVE the application with the following stipulation: 
 

1. The gutters shall be white aluminum “K” style.   
 
Discussion   
 
Commissioner Garrey stated that these are standard gutters.    
 
Aye:  Garrey, Rell, Wurzer, Courchaine 
 
APPLICATION NO. 4014-12. Jeffrey and Marianne Lienau seeking to construct a 1½ story addition 
approximately 12’ x 16’ in dimension on the south elevation of the house at 456 Main Street. 
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Rell, seconded by Commissioner Courchaine and a poll of the 
Commission, it was voted to APPROVE the application with the following stipulations: 
 

1. The door shall be an Eagle 4 light/2 panel door. 
2. The stairs shall be constructed of pressure treated wood wrapped with boxed wood lattice.  

The railing shall have square balusters with a toe-kick and standard caps on the posts. 
3. The gutters shall be “K” style white aluminum to match the existing gutters. 

 
Discussion   
 
Commissioner Garrey stated that the addition that’s there is very different in style from the original 
structure of the house.  This addition does a nice job of filling in the gap because it was poorly tied 
together when originally planned.   
 
Aye:  Garrey, Rell, Wurzer, Courchaine 
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APPLICATION NO. 4015-12. Strictly Chimneys seeking to install a chimney cap at 505 Main Street. 
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Rell, seconded by Commissioner Courchaine and a poll of the 
Commission, it was voted to APPROVE the application as submitted for discussion purposes. 
 
Discussion   
 
Commissioner Garrey stated that the district certainly has a lot of 18th Century houses.  This one in 
particular is magnificent.  The chimney is magnificent.  The location is extremely prominent.  On the 
cove side, it will show.  It will also be off-center.  The cost is unfortunate, but the commission does not 
concern itself with cost but with historic appropriateness.  The only way to do this if a cap is a required 
is a slate cap.   
 
Commissioner Rell stated that he doesn’t like chimney caps.  The house is from 1775.  He does like 
that they have proposed to paint it black.  It is set back a bit and the chimney blocks some of it, but it 
will be visible.  He would like to see a cap constructed of bricks on the four corners and a slate slab.   
 
Commissioner Wurzer stated that this is a very prominent house.  The commission has seen a lot of 
chimney caps coming through recently.   
 
Commissioner Courchaine stated that two of the immediate neighbors of the applicant have caps 
raised on bricks.  He also stated that there are many chimneys in the district and in the surrounding 
area of the applicant that have metal chimney caps.   
 
 
Aye: Courchaine     Nay:  Garrey, Rell, Wurzer 
 
Motion failed. 
 
 
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Garrey, seconded by Commissioner Rell and a poll of the 
Commission, it was voted to APPROVE the application with the following stipulation: 
 

1. The chimney cap shall be a masonry cap constructed with slate on top of brick corner posts to 
match the existing masonry chimney.  The height of the posts shall conform to building code 
requirements.   

 
Discussion 
 
 
Aye:  Garrey, Rell, Wurzer  Nay: Courchaine 
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APPLICATION NO. 4016-12. Jim Bankowski seeking to demolish the existing shed and construct a 
new shed approximately 10’ x 12’ in dimension and to install a 6’ cedar privacy fence and a 4’ black 
steel fence for an in-ground pool at 94 Hartford Avenue. 
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Rell, seconded by Commissioner Courchaine and a poll of the 
Commission, it was voted to APPROVE the application with the following stipulations: 

 
1. The shed shall be approved per submitted drawing and shall be increased in size from  
 10’ x 12’ to 10’ x 18’. 
2. There shall be a wood ramp installed at the double door.   
3. The wood fence shall be in the Fillmore scalloped design and shall be 6’ high. 
4. The 4’ black steel fence shall have one gate to match the fence. 
 

Discussion   
 
Commissioner Garrey stated that the shed will be visible, but it’s set very far back from the road.  It’s a 
very simple, classic shed.  With the fencing you have a nice privacy on one side and open on the 
other side.  The pool is set pretty far back and it is a pretty large property.   
 
Aye:  Garrey, Rell, Wurzer, Courchaine 
 
APPLICATION NO. 4017-12. Spencer Mahar seeking to construct a 10’ x 16’ shed at 26 Willard 
Street. 
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Rell, seconded by Commissioner Courchaine and a poll of the 
Commission, it was voted to APPROVE the application with the following stipulations: 
 

1. The stairs shall be constructed of wood and boxed in. 
2. The double door shall be constructed of ship lap in the design submitted and the  
 hardware shall be black metal.   
3. The roofing shingles shall match the existing of the house. 
4. The base of the shed shall be wrapped with wood to match the design submitted to  
 mask the piers.   

 
Discussion   
 
Commissioner Garrey stated that this is really a beautiful building and the applicant did a nice job of 
mirroring the elements of the main house.  He hopes it will have some visibility as that’s the type of 
shed you hope people can see.   
 
Commissioner Wurzer stated that she likes the placement of the shed as well.   
 
Aye:  Garrey, Rell, Wurzer, Courchaine 
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MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 8, 2011; DECEMBER 13, 2011; and January 24, 2012  
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Rell, seconded by Commissioner Wurzer and a poll of the 
Commission, it was voted to leave the minutes of the November 8, 2011 and December 13, 2011 
meetings open and to APPROVE the minutes of the January 24, 2012 meeting as submitted.  
 
Aye:  Garrey, Rell, Wurzer  ABSTAIN:  Courchaine 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Public comments on general matters of the Historic District 
 
None. 
 
Report of the Historic District Coordinator 
 

1. Kristin welcomed Paul Courchaine to the group.  He has been brought on as an  
  alternate member of the HDC.  At the next meeting, the commission will have to have a 
  special election to fill the clerk position until the end of the fiscal year.   

 
2. Kristin handed out copies of the Connecticut Preservation News article dated  

  January/February 2012 where they had conducted a study to see what effect local 
  historic district regulations have on the values of properties in local historic districts.  
  They looked at four different historic districts in Connecticut, Canton, Milford, Windsor 
  and Norwich and compared the sales price of historic homes within the districts and 
  those located outside the districts.  What they discovered is that homes sold within the 
  districts saw annual increases of four to nineteen percent, the value of properties  
  increased at a greater rate than those without historic district protection, properties 
  within historic districts were worth more on a square foot basis than those outside 
  districts, and overall there was a two to four percent value premium resulting from 
  being within a regulated historic district.  
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Correspondence 
 
None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Courchaine, seconded by Commissioner Rell and a poll of the 
Commission, it was voted to ADJOURN the meeting at 8:54 PM. 
  
Aye:  Garrey, Rell, Wurzer, Courchaine 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
 
TOWN OF WETHERSFIELD 
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
 
 
 
Michael Rell 
Acting Clerk  


