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The Wethersfield Historic District Commission held a Public Hearing on May 8, 2012 at the 
Wethersfield Town Hall, Town Manager’s Conference Room – First Floor, 505 Silas Deane Highway, 
Wethersfield, Connecticut. 
 
Members Present:  Robert Garrey, Chairperson 
   Michael Rell, Vice Chairperson 

 John Maycock, Clerk 
 Cynthia Greenblatt 

Paul Courchaine, Alternate 
   Lisa Wurzer, Alternate 

Douglas Ovian, Alternate (Arrived at 7:35 PM) 
 
Members Absent:  Mark Raymond  
 
Also Present:  Kristin Stearley, Historic District Coordinator 
   Linda Messina, Recording Secretary 
 
Commissioner Garrey called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM, and read the opening comments.  
Commissioner Maycock, Clerk, read the Legal Notice as it appeared in the Rare Reminder on  
April 26, 2012.   
 
APPLICATION NO. 4041-12.  Robert Heckler seeking to retain the installed vinyl replacement 
windows at 7 Avalon Place. 
 
Robert Heckler, 7 Avalon Place, appeared before the Commission.  Photographs of windows were 
submitted.  All windows on the first and second floor were replaced.  The applicant had submitted an 
application in 1997 to replace the wood windows on the front porch with metal clad windows.  In 2009, 
the windows on the house were replaced with full vinyl windows with sealed grids.  The original 
windows were 6/6 and the replacements are 6/6.   
 
Commissioner Garrey asked whether there was anyone wishing to speak in favor or in opposition to 
this application.  There being no one, this portion of the hearing was declared closed. 
 
APPLICATION NO. 4042-12.  Mark Walsh seeking to replace three aluminum garage doors with pine 
wood doors at 138 Broad Street. 
 
Mark and Marsha Walsh, 138 Broad Street, appeared before the Commission.  There are currently 
steel overhead doors on all three bays.  They would like to replace them with all wood double swing-
out doors made of 1 x 6 ship lap with large hinges and wrought iron latch sets.  Photos were 
submitted.    
 
Commissioner Garrey asked whether there was anyone wishing to speak in favor or in opposition to 
this application.  There being no one, this portion of the hearing was declared closed. 
 
APPLICATION NO. 4043-12.  Tim Swingle seeking to retain the installed vinyl replacement windows 
at 11 Avalon Place. 
 
Tim Swingle, 11 Avalon Place, appeared before the Commission.  He installed vinyl double-hung 
windows on the house 22 years ago.  His neighbor installed the same exact windows which were 
approved by the Commission, so he hired the same company to install the windows.  They are 8/1  
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windows with sealed grids which is the same light pattern as the original windows.  The attic has the 
original windows.  In 1986, he replaced the clear glass with colored glass. 
 
Commissioner Garrey asked whether there was anyone wishing to speak in favor or in opposition to 
this application. 
 
Robert Heckler, 7 Avalon Place spoke in favor of the application.    
 
Commissioner Garrey asked whether there was anyone wishing to speak in favor or in opposition to 
this application.  There being no one, this portion of the hearing was declared closed. 
 
APPLICATION NO. 4044-12.  Ezekiel Williams Condominium Association seeking to construct a 6’ 
wood privacy fence at 226 Broad Street.   
 
Applicant was not present. 
 
APPLICATION NO. 4045-12.  Mystic Restoration Co., LLC seeking to install a 4’x4’ area well with a 
4” above grade profile and a basement window for egress at 46 Broad Street.   
 
Elizabeth Sadie, 800 Flanders Road, Unit 3, Mystic, appeared before the Commission.  The 
homeowner would like to build a 4’ x 4’ window well that rises 4” above ground level for egress.  It has 
a cover that is several inches higher than that, which is required by code.  It is constructed of a white 
poly material.  The window well will be located where the AC condenser is right now.  The AC will be 
moved to the back of the house.  The window will be below grade and not visible.   
 
Commissioner Garrey asked whether there was anyone wishing to speak in favor or in opposition to 
this application.   
 
Cindy Clancy and Doug Ovian, via written correspondence dated May 8, 2012, spoke in favor of the 
application.   
 
Commissioner Garrey asked whether there was anyone wishing to speak in favor or in opposition to 
this application.  There being no one, this portion of the hearing was declared closed. 
 
APPLICATION NO. 4046-12.  Sandra Gines seeking to replace the existing wood picket fence with a 
6’ wood privacy fence at 30 Northbrick Lane.   
 
Sandra Gines and Rene Carrasquillo, 30 Northbrick Lane, appeared before the Commission.  A plot 
plan was submitted.  They would like to install a Woodway Products tongue and groove Western red 
cedar 6’ privacy fence on the west, south, and a portion of the north side.  They want to replace the 
existing fence.  On the south side, there will be a double swing gate to match the fence and on the 
other side, there will be a single gate.  There will be cedar caps on the fence.  The four posts around 
the gates will have copper solar caps.  The neighbor’s existing fence is also a 6’ privacy fence.  Gate 
hardware will be twisted ring gate latches.   
 
Commissioner Garrey asked whether there was anyone wishing to speak in favor or in opposition to 
this application.  There being no one, this portion of the hearing was declared closed. 
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APPLICATION NO. 4047-12.  James McAlinden seeking to replace and change the size of the 
window in the kitchen and to demolish and re-build the mudroom at 3 Hubbard Place.   
 
James McAlinden, 3 Hubbard Place, appeared before the Commission.  On the southeast corner of 
the house, he would like to take down the existing mudroom and rebuilding it using the same size, 
dimension, and use the same shingles, but bring it up 2” or 3” so the door is higher.  He would like to  
change the size of the window on the east side of the house.  He wants to put in a smaller window 
(instead of 5’, it would be 4’).  It will be a standard wood, true divided light, double-hung window, 
probably with an 8/1 light pattern.  All trim and shingles will match existing, as will the pitch of the roof.  
The door for the mudroom will be an exterior security door.  There is a 12 light wood storm door now.  
Existing steps will remain, but there will be a change since the door will be brought up higher.  On the 
back, he will add a single window to match the proposed window on the side.  The applicant was 
unable to supply the Commission with more information about the steps, the door, any required 
railings, and any lighting to be used.   
 
Commissioner Garrey asked whether there was anyone wishing to speak in favor or in opposition to 
this application.  There being no one, this portion of the hearing was declared closed. 
 
APPLICATION NO. 4048-12.  Matthew Gove seeking to construct an 8’x12’ garden shed at 70 Main 
Street.   
 
Matt and Maggie Gove, 70 Main Street, appeared before the Commission.   They are looking for 
additional storage space, so they would like to put an 8’ x 12’ garden shed in the back of the property.  
A plot plan was provided.  The shed is 3’ from the property line on both sides.  They will add flower 
boxes to the windows and the roof color will match the house roof.  It is a Duratemp T111.  The trim is 
MiraTec which is a composite trim. Everything will be painted red.  It has 5” soffit overhangs on every 
side. They did select the lowest roofline that is available on this shed.  The shed will sit on a crushed 
stone pad.  There will be a 4’ detachable ramp made of wood.   
 
Commissioner Garrey asked whether there was anyone wishing to speak in favor or in opposition to 
this application.   
 
Steve Bechtel, 18 Chesterfield, spoke against the application.   
 
Commissioner Garrey asked whether there was anyone wishing to speak in favor or in opposition to 
this application.  There being no one, this portion of the hearing was declared closed. 
 
APPLICATION NO. 4049-12.  Spencer Mahar seeking to amend application number 4017-12 to 
change the siding material from wood clapboard to wood shingle at 26 Willard Street.   
 
Spencer Mahar, 26 Willard Street, appeared before the Commission.  He decided to use cedar shake 
siding instead of wood clapboard on the shed.  He would also like to change the door to a reclaimed 
standard four panel four light wooden door.  There will be mitered corners on the shed.   
 
Commissioner Garrey asked whether there was anyone wishing to speak in favor or in opposition to 
this application.  There being no one, this portion of the hearing was declared closed. 
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Upon motion by Commissioner Maycock seconded by Commissioner Greenblatt, and a poll of the 
Commission, it was voted to close the public hearing on all applications except application #4044-12 
and open the public meeting.   
 
Aye:  Garrey, Rell, Maycock, Greenblatt, Wurzer 
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APPLICATION NO. 4041-12.  Robert Heckler seeking to retain the installed vinyl replacement 
windows at 7 Avalon Place. 
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Rell, seconded by Commissioner Maycock and a poll of the 
Commission, it was voted to APPROVE the application as submitted.  
 
Discussion 
 
Commissioner Garrey stated that the Commission has clear documentation on what the windows 
were before the replacement through the photo survey of 2003/04.  The replacement was done 
recently as admitted by the applicant and the Commission does not generally approve a full vinyl 
window.  The grids are between the glass.  The applicant was replacing a true divided light wood 
window.  There are a couple of different situations on the street with regard to timing and 
documentation.    Ultimately the Commission holds homeowners to a certain standard.  There was no 
building permit pulled by the contractor but the homeowner is ultimately responsible.   
 
Commissioner Maycock stated that it would be an easier choice if he replaced them with what he was 
already approved for on the porch.  The applicant knew the process and he came in for the process.  
He was approved for a clad window which was put on the porch and then these windows were put in 
afterwards.  It is a full vinyl window which the Commission typically doesn’t approve.  The owner new 
the process he needed to go through because he went through it before.   
 
Commissioner Ovian asked if the grids are between the glass.  Was a building permit pulled for it? 
 
Nay:  Garrey, Rell, Maycock, Greenblatt, Wurzer 
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Maycock, seconded by Commissioner Rell and a poll of the 
Commission, it was voted to DENY the application.  
 
Discussion 
 
Commissioner Garrey stated that this is a very unfortunate situation which the Commission has faced 
before because the windows are paid for and installed, but the Commission has a process and it has 
a standard that it has held people to and the Commission has to be very clear and consistent in what 
it does with regard to windows.  Windows are very important and very popular applications right now, 
so it’s pretty clear from the last vote.   
 
Commissioner Ovian stated that the decision has to be made regardless of the fact that he doesn’t 
think he’s ever experienced a more forthright and contrite applicant regarding this kind of situation.  
Normally the reaction and the approach are completely different than this and there isn’t anyone on 
the Commission who wouldn’t like to reward that in some way, but the problem is the result.  It still has 
the greatest impact and if the timing places the applicant in the same category as those who the 
Commission would expect remediation to occur, the next step really has to be his.   
 
Aye:  Garrey, Rell, Maycock, Greenblatt, Wurzer 
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APPLICATION NO. 4042-12.  Mark Walsh seeking to replace three aluminum garage doors with pine 
wood doors at 138 Broad Street. 
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Maycock, seconded by Commissioner Greenblatt and a poll of the 
Commission, it was voted to APPROVE the application as submitted. 
 
Discussion 
 
Commissioner Maycock stated that they are making a bad thing look good and restoring it to the 
original character.  The hardware is nice.  There are gorgeous lines.   
 
Commissioner Garrey stated that it has true ship lap doors and cast strap hinges, who could ask for 
anything more.   
 
Commissioner Greenblatt stated that the hardware is nice.   
 
Commissioner Rell stated that the applicant came in for a pre-application so he was well aware of 
what he was getting into and did follow the proper procedure.   
 
Aye:  Garrey, Rell, Maycock, Greenblatt, Wurzer 
 
APPLICATION NO. 4043-12.  Tim Swingle seeking to retain the installed vinyl replacement windows 
at 11 Avalon Place. 
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Maycock, seconded by Commissioner Rell and a poll of the 
Commission, it was voted to APPROVE the application as submitted. 
 
Discussion 
 
Commissioner Maycock stated that this is a very different application.  It was done twenty-some-odd 
years ago.  The Commission does not have a picture of the house from the 2003 photo survey.  The 
Commission only has the picture from the 1975 photo survey.  Whether the applicant knew or not at 
the time is not in question, but it’s something that’s beyond the time frame of enforcement for the 
Commission.   
 
Commissioner Garrey stated that the claim is that the applicant was replacing a replacement window 
and the Commission has been relying on the 2003 photo survey for its enforcement.   In this case, this 
is the one house that didn’t have a picture taken of it in 2003.  There is not much that the Commission 
can do in regards to enforcement without the 2003 photo.  He can’t speak about a building permit, but 
in respect to the Historic District Commission, it can only judge based on what it has for records and 
what’s presented.   
 
Aye:  Garrey, Rell, Maycock, Greenblatt  Abstain:  Wurzer 
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APPLICATION NO. 4045-12.  Mystic Restoration Co., LLC seeking to install a 4’x4’ area well with a 
4” above grade profile and a basement window for egress at 46 Broad Street.   
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Maycock, seconded by Commissioner Greenblatt and a poll of the 
Commission, it was voted to APPROVE the application as submitted. 

 
Discussion 
 
Commissioner Maycock stated that all the work that’s been done on this house by this firm has been 
quality work.  The homeowner has taken great pride in the home and it’s very low impact.  It is 
required by code for the work being done to the home.    
 
Commissioner Garrey stated that there is no way you can see the window unless you are trespassing, 
so the most important thing is egress.   
 
Aye:  Garrey, Rell, Maycock, Greenblatt, Wurzer 
 
APPLICATION NO. 4046-12.  Sandra Gines seeking to replace the existing wood picket fence with a 
6’ wood privacy fence at 30 Northbrick Lane.   
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Maycock, seconded by Commissioner Garrey and a poll of the 
Commission, it was voted to APPROVE the application as submitted. 

 
Discussion 
 
Commissioner Garrey stated that if you’re going to have a privacy fence, it’s a very nice fence.  They 
are replacing the existing fence.  He doesn’t love the solar caps, but they are copper, so they are fine 
and it’s only at the gates.  The good thing is that it’s truly identical on either side.  For a solar cap, they 
are nice.  He has seen solar lights on the fence caps on the plastic fences that look like a landing 
strip.  It’s horrid.  It’s a solar cap so it won’t be that bright and that is his opinion.  It’s a nice street.  It’s 
a dead end street with no architecturally significant structures on it.   
 
Commissioner Maycock stated that this is an excellent application. It’s a nice wood fence.  The fence 
that they’re matching up to is also the same height so there is no issue there.  Nice documentation 
and nice presentation.  It’s an LED light on the cap so it’s going to be pretty bright.   
 
Commissioner Wurzer stated that she’s not very pleased with the choice of the solar caps.  It will 
detract from a beautiful fence and certainly a very contemporary look for the structure.  She sees the 
solar lights that people put on pathways which she thinks are unattractive as well but to put it on a 
fence where it’s part of a structure, they’re copper, but it’s still the same.  Typically people in town 
come back with the argument that they’ve approved something somewhere else.   
 
Commissioner Rell stated that he is still not 100% sure of the solar caps.  The gates are 6’ tall which 
is significant.  To be honest, a solar powered LED light won’t provide enough light from 6’ down so 
that one can see the ground.  It’s going to be like a beacon.   
 
Commissioner Ovian asked if there was a photograph of the lights?  Do they operate all the time?  In 
this particular case, it looks like they are meant to be entrance lights as opposed to lighting up the 
backyard.  Perhaps Lisa would favor them more if they were on the side facing the street?   
 
 



WETHERSFIELD HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
PUBLIC MEETING                                                            May 8, 2012 

8 
 

 
Commissioner Greenblatt stated that the solar cap mimics the solid cap in shape and design.  It is the 
future.   
 
Commissioner Courchaine stated that if their intent is to provide some type of lighting at both of those 
gates, and you voters decide that you don’t like it because it doesn’t meet your preferences, then they 
are going to be faced with the option of, if they still want the lights, to use electricity.  So here we are 
again, talking about something that to him is a matter of design choice.   
 
Aye:  Garrey, Rell, Maycock, Wurzer   Abstain:  Greenblatt 
 
APPLICATION NO. 4047-12.  James McAlinden seeking to replace and change the size of the 
window in the kitchen and to demolish and re-build the mudroom at 3 Hubbard Place.   
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Garrey, seconded by Commissioner Rell and a poll of the 
Commission, it was voted to TABLE the application. 
 
Discussion 
 
Commissioner Garrey stated that clearly, the applicant knows what he wants to do, but there are 
some details that the Commission needs and there will be an issue with regard to the staircase from a 
Zoning prospective.  The kitchen windows don’t have to be symmetrical.   
 
Commissioner Maycock stated that just so the owner knows, the Commission will need details on the 
door, railing, steps and lighting.  There is also a house on Garden Street where they reduced the 
window.   
 
Commissioner Ovian stated that he doesn’t think it’s a mere design issue in terms of the window.  
What are you going to do with the size of each sash and the pattern?  He would like to see in scale 
the window pattern that is going to result.   
 
Commissioner Greenblatt stated that there is a nice renovation on Broad Street that you could look at 
where they talked about making the kitchen window smaller.  It came out great. 
 
Aye:  Garrey, Rell, Maycock, Greenblatt, Wurzer 
 
APPLICATION NO. 4048-12.  Matthew Gove seeking to construct an 8’x12’ garden shed at 70 Main 
Street.   
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Maycock, seconded by Commissioner Rell and a poll of the 
Commission, it was voted to APPROVE the application as submitted. 
 
Discussion 
 
Commissioner Garrey stated that the Commission judges each application on its own merit and it 
definitely takes public comment into consideration, but when he looks at the pictures, he’s looking at a 
standard 8’ x 12’ shed that’s backing up against a garage window that already has a hedge behind it. 
He thinks it’s more daunting to look at a picture of a structure and think of it facing you but he thinks 
it’s a pretty small structure.  It’s a very low profile.  It’s the right location and he hates to have conflict.  
It’s going to be very minimal to both home owners.  Sheds are generally placed in that back corner.  
You don’t want a shed hanging out in the middle of the yard and you ideally want the narrower side 
facing the street on Chesterfield.  If not on an open corner lot, he might agree with Commissioner  
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Greenblatt because you’re looking at the open side of a shed with the ramp and doors versus the 
homeowner looking at it.  You have the least obtrusive or visible side facing the street this way. 
 
Commissioner Maycock stated that this is a very nice application and very well detailed with 
everything that the Commission always requires.  As far as the location and size, some of it might be 
code, he’s not really sure.  He understands the neighbor’s concerns, but he doesn’t think it’s going to 
be that much of an effect as he anticipates it will be.  If it’s a 6’, 8’, 10’ or 12’ shed, it’s still going to 
come out from the corner.  He’s not going to move the shed more out toward Chesterfield. 
 
Commissioner Greenblatt stated that she was thinking back to two neighbors discussing a fence that 
they heard a few weeks ago and seeing the willingness of the neighbors to accommodate each other 
made a solution that both could live with possible.  Perhaps they could turn the shed so that the 8’ 
side was along the property line and the 12’ side faced Chesterfield.  This is an attractive shed.  
Everything that they do on this property is perfect and beautiful.  It will look charming.   
 
Commissioner Ovian stated that both properties are gorgeous.  There is no doubt that what the Goves 
have done to that house and the Bechtel house is one of his most favorite in the neighborhood.  This 
does seem like a logical place for the shed to go.  One of the options discussed was making the 
garage a two car.  That would keep more of the structure where it is, but sheds are commonplace in 
the District and if that’s what the homeowner has decided would best fulfill his needs, it can coexist 
with the other building.  He shares some of the Bechtel concerns, it’s not just the garage, but the three 
season room is awfully close to the structure, close enough that it will be a change for the Bechtel 
house.  It is one of those changes on the abutter and it can be successfully gotten used to.   
 
Aye:  Garrey, Rell, Maycock, Wurzer   Abstain:  Greenblatt 
 
APPLICATION NO. 4049-12.  Spencer Mahar seeking to amend application number 4017-12 to 
change the siding material from wood clapboard to wood shingle at 26 Willard Street.   
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Maycock, seconded by Commissioner Greenblatt and a poll of the 
Commission, it was voted to APPROVE the application as submitted. 

 
Discussion 
 
Commissioner Maycock stated that this is an ongoing, wonderful project and he actually likes this 
addendum.   
 
Commissioner Garrey stated that it is not really visible and such a beautiful building so the change will 
definitely reflect better the main structure. 
 
Aye:  Garrey, Rell, Maycock, Greenblatt, Wurzer 
 
MINUTES OF APRIL 24, 2012  
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Maycock, seconded by Commissioner Wurzer and a poll of the 
Commission, it was voted to APPROVE the minutes of the April 24, 2012 meeting as submitted.  
 
Aye:  Garrey, Rell, Maycock, Greenblatt, Wurzer 
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OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Public comments on general matters of the Historic District 
 
Robert Heckler stated that he would like to know what the next step would be and how should he 
proceed to get his windows taken care of.  Kristin Stearley responded that Mr. Heckler should call her 
in the morning and they would discuss what needs to be done. 
 
Spencer Mahar stated that he found a more recent picture of the shed and the contractor did put the 
cornerboards on the shed, so he would like to keep them. Kristin Stearley stated that she would make 
another application for an amendment for Mr. Mahar to change the corners from mitered to 
cornerboards to be heard at the next meeting.    
 
Steve Bechtel stated that he would like to know if the Commission would stop by and view the 
properties in question on the application for the shed.  He still has several concerns about the shed.   
 
Matt Gove stated that there has been an open dialog between himself and his neighbors and they 
don’t want to have any ill feelings between neighbors.  They did lay out the other option of turning the 
shed and it will look much more crowded.  Other options were considered.  The shed does have 
windows.  They are spending a considerable amount of money to make the shed look nice.   
 
Report of the Historic District Coordinator 
 
None. 
 
Correspondence 
 
None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Greenblatt, seconded by Commissioner Maycock and a poll of the 
Commission, it was voted to ADJOURN the meeting at 9:15 PM. 
  
Aye:  Garrey, Rell, Maycock, Greenblatt, Wurzer 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
 
 
TOWN OF WETHERSFIELD 
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
 
John Maycock 
Clerk  


