Wethersfield Parks and Recreation Advisory Board
Minutes - Thursday, August 26, 2010

The meeting was held at Town Hall and called teofy Acting Chairperson Tom Pentalow at 7:00 p.m.
Members present were Acting Chairperson Tom Pentalarmelo Amoddio and John Rascius. Dan Silbo
arrived at 7:30 p.m. Also present was Kathleenl®&adirector of Parks and Recreation and Sal Cucia
Assistant Director of Parks and Recreation.

Members from the public in attendance to talk altbetwater playground were George Nakos, 49 Thaimbu
Drive, Michael Buonopane, 21 Drummer Lane, Michaedini, 224 Highland Street and Michael FortunaBTL
Architects, Chester, CT and Senator Paul Doyle.

Also present was John Bysiewicz, an event plaroakihg to discuss the possibility of holding a ¢tyaroad
race in November using Cove Park.

A. Public Comments.
1. Loretta’'s Dream Water Playground.

Acting Chairperson, Tom Pentalow weleoihthe members from the public who were going &akmpn
the water playground. He asked Ms. Bagley toarpghe process of considering a new facility irwho
She reported that in order for a new facility toc@sidered, the Parks and Recreation Board must
approve the concept of this new facility. The reep is for the project to be researched with cost
estimates, location, rules and regulations andtifrpm Parks and Recreation staff and Town stafie
project goes back to the Parks and Recreation Hoatteir review and possible recommendation & th
Town Council for consideration of a new projechheTTown Council can either decide not to pursue the
project or ask the Planning and Zoning Commisstoreview it. If the Planning and Zoning Commission
determines the project is appropriate for the Tavay will send a recommendation back to the Town
Council. The Town Council can then review thecammendation and vote to accept or deny the project
Most of our new projects have been in partnership anonprofit group. They generally raise fufals
construction and to help with ongoing maintenanides. Bagley has met with Mr. Nakos a few times to
discuss this idea and some preliminary researchakas place on this proposed project.

Mr. Pentalow invited Mr. George Nakos to give agergation on the idea of a water playground in the
Town of Wethersfield. Mr. Nakos thanked the baaeimbers for the opportunity to discuss his group’s
idea for a water playground in the Town. He introeld other members of his committee, Mr. Michael
Orsini and Mr. Michael Buonopane. Also in attenckafor this project was Senator Paul Doyle.
Attached to these minutes is a copy of his presientaMr. Nakos discussed the history of the prbje
They are looking to construct a water playgrounchemory of Mr. Nakos’s daughter, Loretta. She
passed away and asked her family to do somethihgrimemory. Because of her involvement with
water sport activities, her family decided to bualavater playground. They have formed a corpamatio
with friends and family under the name_of Loret@i®am Water Playground, Inand are seeking non-
profit exemption with the IRS. Their group haseéeing research on water playgrounds and worlong t
set themselves up as a nonprofit organization. Tiae met with a company representative who sells
water playground equipment and an architect whalleagyned these projects. A budget estimate fer th
project could be between $300,000 - $450,000, d#ipgron the design and number of water features.
This group is looking for the Park Board to apprtiveir concept and allow them to move forward with
preliminary plans. Mr. Pentalow thanked Mr. Nakarshis presentation and asked Board members for
their comments. Mr. Amoddio thought it was a gidat. Mr. Pentalow agreed with Mr. Amoddio and
asked if this group was prepared to sustain tleemmitment. He noted that Mikey’s Place committed a
the Keane Foundation still continue to help payni@intenance of their projects. The group felythe
would have a long term commitment to this projedt. Nakos introduced the architect that they have
been consulting with on this project, Mr. Michaelrfena. Mr. Fortuna noted that as part of the milag
for this project all the state codes for pools niaestmet. His firm has designed and built thesemadrks
in the state. Ms. Bagley told Board members thatRdrtuna had done the design work for Mill
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Woods and Willard Pools during their renovatiord897. He is also used as a consultant by the Parks
and Recreation Department for different swimminglpssues.

A discussion was held on how groups enter intoranpeship with the Town on construction projects.
Ms. Bagley explained that each group has workeM thi¢ Town to develop a model that works for them
and the Town. She will talk with the Town Managed give him an overview of this project,
background on other similar partnerships and rectedback from him. Mr. Nakos explained that his
group is looking for acceptance of the projecthwy Park Board so they can continue to move forward
this project. Mr. Pentalow told him that the PBidard would discuss it under their agenda itelr.
Nakos thanked the Board members for reviewing thriject.

2. Road Race — Novembét.7
Acting Chairperson, Tom Pentalow invited Nohn Bysiewicz to provide information on hisuegt for a
Road Race at Cove Park. Ms. Bagley distributedesopf the letter Mr. Bysiewicz sent to her reqinggt
permission to use Cove Park for a Road Race. Wsieidvicz explained that he is requesting permission
to hold a 5K Run, Health Walk and Kids’ Fun Rurcedebrate the life of a child who passed away aed t
funds will benefit the Connecticut Children’s Meali€enter. The event would take place NovemBer 7
and the race route would be in old Wethersfielé wéuld use Cove Park for the start and end ofdbe
from 8 a.m. until noon. They hope to attract 3Q0-people and raise between $10,000 -$12,000s He i
working with the Police Department on the race eouthe family of this child does not live in
Wethersfield, but they have friends in the communMs. Bagley noted that this event will followeth
Keane Carnival. Last year the grass had to be fremduse of damage by the carnival rides. If de@mag
happens again this year and is fixed, the roadpadecipants will not be allowed to use the restbr
areas. A fee will be assessed to this group ®ute of the park. Board members asked abouintles t
for the race. Mr. Bysiewicz has spoken with thealachurches so that this event will not conflicthw
their services. He is looking to start the racaiad 10 a.m. Acting Chairperson, Tom Pentalow
explained that the Board would discuss this requeder their agenda item. Mr. Bysiewicz thankes th
Board for considering his request.

B. Minutes — July 22, 2010.
Dan Silbo moved to approve the minutes of JulyZZA,0. The motion was seconded by Carmelo Amoddio
and approved unanimously.

C. Monthly Report — July 2010.
The Monthly Report was reviewed by Board membéis. Bagley explained that the department held
many events and programs during the month anddbks svere very busy because of the extremely hot
weather in July.

D. Letters and Announcements.

1. Fall Brochure — Ms. Bagley reported tie department’s brochure of programs and speeiants was
being delivered to Wethersfield residents todagrassert of the Rare Reminder Newspaper.

2. Letter from Mr. Phil Tougas on the Possibibifya Bike Trail near Old Reservoir Road.
The Town Manager received a letter from Moudas asking about the potential for a bike tralis
neighborhood. The Town Manager sent this lettéfisoBagley and asked her to discuss it with thé Pa
Board. Ms. Bagley met with Mr. Tougas at his hamd discussed his ideas with him. She would lke t
bring his suggestions to the Conservation Commistsaeview, because they have been instrumental in
developing the bike trails in Town. Board memhkbsught this was a good idea and asked her totrepor
back to them.
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E. Old Business.

1. New Playground Equipment at Mill WoodskPa
Ms. Bagley reported that constructi®eampleted. Mr. Silbo said that he was at th& pad noticed a
lot of children playing on the new equipment.

2. Mill Woods Lighted Little League Field.
Ms. Bagley gave a brief report on the ¢bonl of the field. The maintenance staff haverbe®rking
on the field. They found out the areas that lodeched out had a fungus attack. They brought in a
contractor to spray the field to eliminate the fus@nd they have replaced these areas with new sod.
The field is recovering.

F. New Business.
1. Water Playground.

Board Members discussed this requgley felt it would be an improvement to our parkteyn. Tom
Pentalow moved to approve the concept of a watgigpbund in Town. The motion was seconded by
Carmelo Amoddio and approved unanimously. Ms. Bagld work with this group to develop project
plans and report back to the Park Board.

2. Road Race — Cove Park, November 7, 2010.

This request was discussed by the Boalwy felt it was good to have people use th& pad visit the
Town. They asked Ms. Bagley to make sure all doattbn is done with the Police Department. They
concurred that a fee should be charged for park ise Bagley informed Board members that a road
race would be held in Town this upcoming Sundalge fcently found out that it could attract 1,000
runners. Usually this race attracts a smaller rerm&he would like to make sure there are no probl
with that race before giving permission for thisormfom Pentalow moved to allow the use of Cove
Park for a Road Race on November 7, 2010 pendingotdems from the Sunday, AugustRoad
Race. The motion was seconded by John Rasciuapgrdved unanimously.

G. Motion to Adjourn.
A motion was made by Carmelo Amoddio aecbsded by Dan Silbo to adjourn the meeting at
8:45 p.m. Motion was passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathleen A. Bagley, Director
Parks & Recreation Department



