Wethersfield Parks and Recreation Advisory Board
Minutes - Thursday, June 25, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. byiaeson Tom Ragonese. The meeting was held &/iie
Memorial Sports Center at the Pitkin Community @ent Members present were Tom Ragonese, Rich egpor
Carmelo Amoddio. Also present was Kathleen Badhasector of Parks and Recreation.

A.

Public Comments.

Judy Keane attended the board meeting and gave emsrab update on the carnival in October at Cove
Park and the fall programs planned for the Spoetst€. The tentative times for the carnival aiddy,
October 18 , 5:00 - 9:30 p.m., Saturday, Octobel'17.1:00 a.m. - 9:30 p.m. and Sunday, Octobé&t,18
11:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. They are looking for voaans to help with a number of jobs. Chairperson
Ragonese thanked Judy for attending the meetingewiding a status report to the board.

Minutes — May 28, 2009.
Richard Lepore moved to approve the minuféday 28, 2009. The motion was seconded by Carmelo
Amoddio and voted unanimously.

Monthly Report — May 2009.

Chairperson Ragonese asked board members if tiveyamy comments about the monthly report. Richard
Lepore asked about the Safe Graduation party aEdmemunity Center for the high school graduates. Ms
Bagley reported that it was another successfuy@art the graduates had a great time.

Letters and Announcements.

Chairperson Ragonese noted that the pools opemed2duand summer programs have started. Richard
Lepore asked the date for the Benefit Concert ae@ark sponsored by the Evangelical Free Church.
This Crayons for Cancer Benefit Concert is August 1

Old Business.

1. Mill Woods Park Lighted Little League Field
Chairperson Ragonese gave board members a repibrt dield dedication ceremony. Everything went
well with approximately 80- 100 people in attendan€hairperson Ragonese was the master of
ceremonies and speakers included Senator Paul DMdglgor Andrew Adil, Little League President
Roberto Giansiracusa, CL&P President Raymond NmutiLion’s Club representative Carl Lucas. The
field looked great and a game was held immedidtdlgwing the ceremony. Ceremonial pitches were
thrown by Senator Paul Doyle, Mayor Andrew Adil &dldairperson Tom Ragonese.

2. Wilkus Farm.
Chairperson Ragonese gave board membergdate on the status of the purchase of the Witkuns.
He reported that the Council is looking to closelma property in July and set up a new committee to
oversee the management of the farm property.

3. Cove Docks.
Ms. Bagley reported that the plans for the Covekd@re on the Planning and Zoning Commission
meeting for July 7, 2009. They will be reviewirgtplan and sending a recommendation back to the
Town Council.

4. Mayor’'s Show.
Chairperson Ragonese announced thatch#&anBagley appeared on the Mayor’s show on Wetles
June 3 to talk about the Parks and Recreation Drapat. They had a good time and provided
information to residents about the summer progranasnew lighted Little League field.
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F. New Business.
1. 378 Anniversary Events.

Chairperson Ragonese discussed with board meniteelistt of events for this year-long town
celebration. The town will host a fireworks show ®aturday, August 22. A concert will be held at
6:30 p.m. with the fireworks going off at approxim@g 9:00 p.m. The rain date for the fireworks is
August 29. The concert will feature the band 8ri8wing Big Band. This band has 18 musicians and
will be playing from 6:30 p.m. till about 8:45 p.fMhe parade will be held on Sunday, September &Y wi
the kickoff at 1:00 p.m. from the Solomon Wellesude grounds. Ms. Bagley reported that the 375th
Committee is developing a brochure that will idgnéill the different events coming up in the sumnmer
the fall. Judy Keane asked that a copy of thiluoe be sent to her so she could include it in her
newsletter. She also asked that the family pionithe green sponsored by the Keane Foundation on
September 13 be included in this brochure. Shiegeilinformation to Mary Thibeault about this etien
She also suggested getting this brochure out threugryone's e-mail lists as a way to do a grassroo
publicity campaign. Chairperson Ragonese concwmtdthese suggestions and will see that theyquhss
on to the 375th Committee.

2. Dog Park Event.
Ms. Bagley reported that she had a call from theeAcan Heart Association interested in holding g do
park event at our Dog Park. They are looking tacate people on the importance of walking theirsdog
and the health benefits for both the human anditlgeassociated with them. She asked board merbers
they had any problems with her working on this ¢weth the American Heart Association. Board
members discussed this and have no problem witGhairperson Ragonese told Ms. Bagley to go ahead
and pursue this event with the American Heart Aisgion using the Wethersfield Dog Park.

3. Cottone Football Field.

Chairperson Ragonese asked aboutdhesstf acquiring lights at the football field man. Ms. Bagley
reported that meetings have been ongoing, butaheytill short of funds to pay for the lights te field.
A question was raised regarding the time limittfor state grant of $100,000 for this field. Msgky
did not know the time limit, but will look into it.

4. Tour of Park Facilities.

Chairperson Ragonese discussed hottamgnnual tour of the parks at their next meetinguly.
Suggested parks to visit include the new Littledweafield, Willard Pool, Mill Woods Park, Nature
Center and the Community Center. Board membetsweiét at the Community Center at 5:45 p.m. for
their tour and then have their meeting at the CominCenter at 7 p.m. Ms. Bagley will check for a
quorum for this meeting.

G. Motion to Adjourn.
A motion was made by Rich Lepore and secomgedarmelo Amoddio to adjourn the meeting at §30.
Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathleen A. Bagley, Director
Parks & Recreation Department



