Wethersfield Parks and Recreation Advisory Board
Minutes - Thursday, December 17, 2009

The meeting was held at the Solomon Welles Houdecalted to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairperson Tom
Ragonese. Members present were Tom Ragonese, Regers, Dan Silbo, and Charlie Wood. Also present
were Michael Hurley, Council Liaison, Kathleen Bagl Director of Parks and Recreation and Martife§it
Recreation Supervisor.

Chairperson Ragonese welcomed Town Councilor, MicHarley to the Parks and Recreation Board. Mr.
Hurley thanked Mr. Ragonese and looks forward tokimg with Board members. Chairman Ragonese noted
the holiday decorations around the house. Ms.8agkplained that each year a different garden iciubwn
decorates the house for the holidays.

A. Public Comments.
No comments.

B. Minutes — November 19, 2009.
Chairperson Ragonese reviewed the minutes with rasnbiKevin Rogers had one correction under New
Business, item 1. During the discussion of Capitgdrovement Projects, he thought the Cove Docks
should be considered for a higher priority, but mgher than the Mill Woods parking lot. He wantbd
docks to be moved to a higher priority next ye2an Silbo moved to approve the minutes of NoveniSer
2009 with one correction. Kevin Rogers had suggktiat the Cove Dock Project be considered for a
higher priority in the upcoming 2010-11 Capital lmpement Projects budget. The motion was seconded
by Kevin Rogers and voted unanimously.

C. Monthly Report — November, 2009.
The Monthly Report was reviewed by Board memb Chairperson Ragonese reported that he att¢hee
Town Carol Sing and Tree Lighting ceremomylarge crowd of families gathered at the Solomoellés
House on Decemberfor the event. It was a great evening and Samitzed by Fire Truck. The young
children in the crowd were very excited wiganta showed up. The evening was warm for Decestber
people enjoyed singing songs outside, lightive tree and then moving indoors for refreshmantsa visit
with Santa. Chairperson Ragonese enjoyedvaging.

Chairperson Ragonese also noted that the PadkRecreation Department held their annual Santa’s
Pancake Breakfast at the Community Center. Msleyagported that the event was very successful and
they served over 600 breakfasts.

Charlie Wood asked about the condition of thghHschool pool. He noted that the pool had toecfos a

few days and asked for information on that closiMg. Bagley reported that the pool closed due to a
mechanical problem. A chlorinator pump had failed aeeded to be fixed. The pool was closed because
the pool water needed to be chlorinated. This puapfixed over a weekend and the pool water was
balanced that following Monday, so the pool reopktoethe public on Tuesday. Board members asked
about the general condition of the pool. Ms. Bageplained that the Board of Education maintalmes t
pool and they work to keep the pool in good condifior school use and public use. Mr. Wood mertibn
that some of the pool tiles were loose or had pdpge The maintenance staff are aware of thesesss
and are working to fix them. Board members coremlithat they hope the Board of Education will cound

to maintain the pool for the public.
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D. Letters and Announcements.
1. Vacation Flyer.
Ms. Bagley distributed the Christmas vacaflger to Board members. They noted the
activities for the week included a movie nighthe 9/11 Sports Center, a super athletes progta
Highcrest School and trips to bowling, lasey &nd nature field trips.

E. Old Business.
1. New Little League Field — Press Box Status.

Chairperson Ragonese reported that the paessonstruction is moving along. Mr. Sitler refgor that
the overhead door for the front window of gness box will be installed on Monday. The eieatr
service and the lift installation will takéape after the holidays. The lift is installed} beeds all the
electrical hook ups. Once the weather warmm the spring, the town painter will paint theezior of
the press box to match the color of the dtgoilihe goal is to have the press box ready ®fitht
game.

2. Cottone Field Lights
Board members asked about the status ofghts Ifor this field. Chairperson Ragonese repbtiat
the group is fundraising because they stilhdt have enough funds. Ms. Bagley reportedttieaf own
Manager had submitted a grant applicatioriferlights and is waiting to hear the resultshis t
application. Currently a contractor is iigtg the underground service to the lights andlibses for
the light poles.

F. New Business.
1. Capital Improvement Projects for 2010BLMget Year.

Chairperson Ragonese reviewed the projects witmdBo@&mbers for the upcoming budget year. Board
members expressed their concern that Mill Woodk Blaould be the Town’s jewel park and
improvements should continue to be made at thitfacChairperson Ragonese asked Ms. Bagley to
review the list of projects developed by the Pankd Recreation Department. Ms. Bagley explained th
projects and noted that the Mill Woods beach desighe department’s #1 priority. She explaineat th
the beach is having more frequent washouts dugincstorms and they lose the pond from 2-4 days
while they clean the water from the sand and del€isarlie Wood asked why the department was only
asking for the funds to design a new beach to mtawashouts and not asking for the funds for
construction to correct the problem. Ms. Baglespanded that she is asking for construction funds i
the next year of the CIP plan. Board members dsaai this issue and Chairperson Ragonese suggested
moving the construction funds into the 2010-11 idgar. He suggested labeling them the Board’s
#1A and #1B priorities. Board members concurretth wiis suggestion. Board members discussed the
remaining projects and their priority on the ligtevin Rogers suggested moving the Cove Docks up to
#4 on the list. Board members agreed. After disig all the projects, Board members voted on the
priority order for them. Kevin Rogers moved to epye the Advisory Parks and Recreation Board’s
priority list for Capital Improvement Projects 010-11 budget year. Priority #1A is Mill WoodsrPa
Beach Design, priority #1B is improvements to Milbods Beach; #2 is Mill Woods Little League
Field Parking Lot; #3 is Mill Woods Soccer Fieldt # Cove Park Docks; #5 is Nature Center
Generator Replacement; #6 is Community Center Raiwvof Ladies Main Bathroom; #7 is Solomon
Welles House Parking Lot; #8 is Mill Woods ParktBafl Fields 3 & 4 Renovation; #9 is Standish
Sidewalks; #10 is Mill Woods Park Bleacher Replaeptat Softball Field 1 and #11 is Mill Woods
Park Tennis Courts and Basketball Court Repaire mbtion was seconded by Charlie Wood. Motion
passed unanimously.
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2. Mill Woods Park Road.
Charlie Wood discussed some potholethemain road in the park. Ms. Bagley will sengak order
to maintenance to have them fill the holes. Mr.d0d/also inquired on the status of the road sign in
Dick Dobmeier's memory. He noted the road signasup yet. Chairperson Ragonese is concerned
about the amount of time it is taking to instalktioad sign at the park entrance. Ms. Bagleywaltk
with maintenance staff to get this road sign insthhs soon as possible.

3. Soccer Club Tournament.
Chairperson Ragonese reported that derdge D. Ritchie Youth Soccer Club is interestetatding a
soccer tournament in Town. He explained that M8rither has been working with the Soccer Club and
had information for the Park Board. Mr. Sitlertdisuted informational sheets on this tournameté.
told Board members that the Soccer Club is lookingold a tournament June™&t Mill Woods Park.
It would be a 3 on 3 Tournament and would use $ighcthe park. The Soccer Club has discussed this
event with town police, maintenance staff and Parié Recreation staff. Mr. Sitler sees no conflict
with other sports groups in town. In the eventaof, the tournament would be cancelled. Board
members had no problem with this tournament. @leason Ragonese thought it was a good idea.
Charlie Wood moved to grant permission to the Ge@gRitchie Youth Soccer Club to hold a soccer
tournament in Mill Woods Park on June 26, 2010e Motion was seconded by Dan Silbo and passed
unanimously.

4. Recognition of Town Staff by the Town Council.
Ms. Bagley reported that staff at the Community ®€enMary Thibeault, Recreation Supervisor Il,
Natalie Morrison, Therapeutic Recreation Supervésat Donna Mattison, Senior Center Coordinator
handled an incident at the Community Center. Amesitizen collapsed at a program and Mrs.
Thibeault and Mrs. Morrison administered CPR arlizat the AED (Automatic External Defibrillator)
to assist the victim. Mrs. Mattison helped to cohthe crowd and get all the necessary information
Police and ambulance were called and when theithaavleft by ambulance she was breathing. Due to
their exemplary work, these staff will be recoguits the Town Council on December21
Chairperson Ragonese and other Board members caeuin@mthe great work by the staff.

G. Motion to Adjourn.
A motion was made by Dan Silbo and secdrmeKevin Rogers to adjourn the meeting at 8:45.p.
Motion was passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathleen A. Bagley, Director
Parks & Recreation Department



