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Wethersfield Parks and Recreation Advisory Board
Minutes - Thursday, August 28, 2008

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Tom Ragonese at 7 p.m. at the Town Hall in conference room #1.
Members present were Tom Ragonese, Dan Silbo and Rich Lepore. Also present were Kathleen Bagley, Director of
Parks and Recreation Department and Jeff Kotkin Town Council Liaison.

A. Public Comments.

The Deputy Harbor Master, Charlie Forsdick, was at the meeting to provide more information to the board on
the proposal for the new Cove docks. He worked with staff from the Parks and Recreation Department to
answer the questions from the Parks and Recreation Board meeting in June. Mr. Forsdick distributed photos
of docking systems in use around Connecticut that demonstrated the type of docking system proposed for the
Cove. Ms. Bagley reported that the proposed docks are made of aluminum, which has a longer design life and
less maintenance than timber or concrete versions. The advantages of aluminum are that it is light weight, will
not splinter, will not rust or a rot, and will not warp and crack with age, and it is cooler to the touch. Board
members had asked for pictures of this type of dock system that anchored under the water with the elastic
rode system. Ms. Bagley asked our engineering firm that did the design work, Ocean & Coastal, if they had
any locations where you could see this system. They explained that since it is all underwater, you cannot see
the system in operation. However, they did provide websites to download information about this anchoring
system. Mr. Forsdick distributed information and pictures showing this anchoring system. Board members had
also asked for a cleaner map that depicted the proposed dock plan. Committee members reviewed this new
map included in their packet and were appreciative of the clarity of the map. It showed the different phases of
work for the proposed docks. Chairperson Ragonese thanked Mr. Forsdick and Ms. Bagley for providing this
information. He discussed with Board Members the next step in this process. He suggested holding an
informational meeting with members of the public at their September meeting. Ms. Bagley recommended
sending invitations to members of the Cove Park Master Plan Sub Committee and the chairpersons of the
different town committees that will be reviewing this plan in the future. She also suggested inviting the public
with a press release to the local newspapers. Board members concurred with these ideas and will set up their
September meeting for this proposal. Chairperson Ragonese suggested a 10 minute presentation to review the
plan, followed by 20 minutes of a question-and-answer period. This meeting will be held at the next Park
Board meeting September 25th at 7 p.m. at the Community Center.

B. Minutes - July 24, 2008.

Dan Silbo moved to approve the minutes of July 24, 2008. The motion was seconded by Rich Lepore and
voted unanimously.

C. Monthly Report - July 2008.

The monthly report was reviewed by members. Chairperson Ragonese commented on the success of the Teen
Theater production of 'Anything Goes'. Board members reported that many people had seen it and were
impressed with the talent of the teens.

D. Letters and Announcements.

Board Members reviewed the new member list. All information looked accurate.

E. Old Business.

1. Mill Woods Park Building Committee - Project Status.

Chairperson Ragonese reported that the contractor has been working on the site. Trees have been
removed, topsoil stripped, and the survey work has been done for the location of the field. He
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reported that catch basins have been placed and the footings for the dugouts have been set up. The
Building Committee found the necessary funding to install the lights for the field, so they have added
this alternate to the project. Each meeting the Committee reviews the budget and oversees the work
of the contractor. The Building Committee has also issued a change order for the contractor to install
the footing for the press box. This footing is being installed at this time, while the field is under
construction. If funding becomes available at a later date, the press box will be built or it may be a
volunteer project after completion of the field.

2. Community Center Renovation - Project Status.

Chairperson Ragonese asked Ms. Bagley to give an update on the status of this project. She reported
that the Building Committee has set September 11th for the opening and dedication of the 9/11
Memorial Sports Center. The contractor is completing the necessary work to receive the certificate of
occupancy. Punch list items remain for this project. Mr. Lepore reported that he witnessed the placing
of the exterior piece of steel at the Community Center and it is a very impressive sight. He
encouraged all Board Members to see this piece of steel that came from the World Trade Center.
Chairperson Ragonese reminded Board Members that they are invited to the opening ceremony and
dedication on September 11th at the Community Center at 6:30 p.m.

3. Cottone Field Lights.

Chairperson Ragonese reported that the lights for the Cottone football field were approved by the
Planning and Zoning Commission on August 5, 2008. Town staff are now putting together
information for this project for the bidding process.

F. New Business.

1. Meeting Dates - 2009.

Chairperson Ragonese asked Board Members to review the meeting dates for 2009 listed on their
membership list. Board members accepted these meeting dates.

2. Solar Panel.

Ms. Bagley reported that the town is looking to install a solar panel on the roof of the Community
Center. She will keep the board updated on this project.

3. Heritage Way Bike Trail.

Chairperson Ragonese asked Ms. Bagley to give an update on the Heritage Way bike trail. She
reported that the bike trail was completed this summer and maps are now being developed for
distribution to the public.

4. Basketball Court at Colonel Chester Park.

Chairperson Ragonese reminded members that they discussed this court at their last meeting at the
request of the Town Council. A resident had some issues concerning this court. Board Members once
again stated that if there are issues on people abusing the use of the court then the police need to be
called to handle these issues.

G. Motion to Adjourn.

Dan Silbo moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m. The motion was seconded by Rich Lepore and voted
unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,
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Kathleen A. Bagley, Director
Parks and Recreation Department
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