WETHERSFIELD PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING AND MEETING Septeen20, 2011

The Wethersfield Planning and Zoning Commissiomwl leebublic hearing and meeting on Tuesday,
September 20, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the Wetherslieldn Council Chambers located at Town Hall, 505
Silas Deane Highway, Wethersfield, Connecticut.

1. CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Harley called the meeting to order at T.0d.

1.1 ROLL CALL & SEATING OF ALTERNATES (5 memberequired for a quorum):

Chairman Harley called the roll as follows:

Member Name Preser | Absen | Excuse!
Thomas Harle, Chairmal v
Joseph Hamm, Vice Chairma 4
Richard Rober, Clerk v
Earle Munror
George Oickl
Anthony Homick
James Hught
Antonio Margiott:
Vacanc!

Dave Edwarc v
Thormras Dear(alternate v

Angelo Robert Fazzir (alternate v

NENENENER

Also present: Peter Gillespie, Town Planner/Ecacddevelopment Manager;
Denise Bradley, AssistarariPler

Chairman Harley noted that there were 6 full memlagid 1 alternate member in attendance at the time
of roll call. All members present to participate.

Members of the Public were present.

2. OLD BUSINESS:

There was no old business discussed at this meeting

3. NEW BUSINESS:

3.1 PUBLIC HEARING APPLICATION NO. 1745-11-Z: Cumberland Farms Seeking a Special
Permit In accordance with Section 6.3 of the Wedheld Zoning Regulations to install a new LED gas
price sign at 1855 Berlin Turnpike.

Ms. Carolyn Parker of Carolyn A. Parker Consultappeared on behalf of the Applicant regarding this
Application. She indicated that the Cumberland Fa@orporation is in the process of re-imaging their
brand which will include renovating their storespyading new food choices and changes to their
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si%nage. The blue, orange and white colors us#tkisignage will be changed to blue, ﬁreen and
white. The wall sign would be replaced with onattis taller but not as wide. External illuminatiof

the sign will continue the canopy will contaigreen stripe in place of the orange and blueisgip

New decals will be on the fuel dispensers. Thstexg pylon sign has 4x6 price S|§1n at the top tpmsi
and a 2x6x6 “Cumberland Farms” sign at the bottasitpn. The new logo would be placed in the top
position (2x6x6) with a LED sign displaying pricatsthe bottom. Since fuel prices are subject to
changes daily, the 4x6 LED sign would have a pecltanger component allowing an employee to
change the pricing from inside the store. Neohtigand animation components are not containeaein t
signage proposed. The proposed sign conformswom Regulations.

Commissioner Oickle inquired and Ms. Parker indidahat they are mai_ntaini_ngi]the square footage of
the proposed sign to that of the existing sign téiadl the proposed LED sign will have red letterimg
black background.

Chairman Harley referred to a Memorandum datede®eiper 15, 2011, from Peter Gillespie, Economic
Development Manager/Town Planner and Denise Bradisgistant Planner to the Planning & Zoning
Commission which notes the sections that pertathisoSpecial Permit Application.

Mr. Gillespie noted that no changes to the dimersaf the pre-existing sign are being requested and
that the existing sign predates sign regulatiorgpset! in 2004 for gas stations. Those regulations
indicate that the freestanding sign should not e square feet, and the price sign should rosesk
15 inches in height.

Mr. Gillespie indicated that all price signs forsggtations and all signs with a changeable message
capability require a public hearing through thenRlag & Zoning Commission.

Chairman Harley inquired and Mr. Gillespie indichthat re-facing and changing the existing signs is
considered as conforming to pre-existing signs beeshe dimensions of the message content and
height details of the existing signs are not b&hanged and that the re-facing and sign changes
proposed in this Application are subject to a Sgeéermit.

Commissioner Homicki inquired and Ms. Parker intBdathat the LED brightness can be set to
decrease after sunset.

Commissioner Homicki inquired Mr. Gillespie indiedtthat no provisions exist regarding LED
illumination. Mr. Gillespie indicated that in timear future, the Commission may want to establish
some standards.

Commissioner Dean inquired of Mr. Gillespie how #iiee and location of the signs proposed compare
to those recentl?/ approved at the Valero gas sistidir. Gillespie indicated the locations are sami

and that the Valero sites may have been somewhadlesmMs. Parker indicated that the Valero signs
contain two (2) LED pricing statements which resulsmaller sized lettering to fit into the same
amount of space Valero had in their previous signs.

Commissioner Dean suggested a condition for a apeermit in this matter could be that the brigisse
of the new sign cannot exceed the brightness pesbbyg the existing sign.

Mr. Gillespie indicated that building permit documt&tion may establish, as a comparison, bulb wattag
and other details regarding the illumination ofsigproposed.

Chairman Harley suggested Town officials could detee the appropriateness of sign illumination.
Ms. Parker offered to obtain from the sign comptimgyillumination standards of the manufacturer for
the signs proposed and sugﬂested that the infavmatiuld be used for Town Regulations in the future
Chairman Harley indicated that such information lddee helpful for matters going forward.

There were no comments made from the Public regguttis Application.

Motion: Commissioner Hughes made a motion to cPEIBLIC HEARING APPLICATION NO.
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1745-11-Z Cumberland Farms Seeking a Special Permit in accordance with Sedi@nof the
Wethersfield Zoning Regulations to install a newDL§as price sign at 1855 Berlin Turnpike.

Second: Commissioner Oickle seconded the motion.

Aye: Harley, Munroe, Oickle, Homicki, Hughes, Martia, Dean;
Nay: None;

Vote: 7 -0;
Public Hearing was Closed.
DISCUSSION

Commissioner Homicki described this Applicatiorntlasrough and complete. He thanked the Applicant
for offering to obtain information regarding illunation standards.

Commissioners Homicki, Hughes and Oickle noted tb@mfort with sign illumination of similar signs
recently approved at similar sites.

Commissioner Oickle reiterated and agrees with®ltespie’s suggestion to pursue LED illumination
standards as possible inclusions to Town Regulgtion

Commissioner Dean deferred to the expertise ofdticw Commissioners regarding the LED
illumination of the signs proposed.

Motion: Commissioner Homicki made a motion to awa, as submittedPUBLIC HEARING
APPLICATION NO. 1745-11-Z. 1745-11-Z Cumberland Farms Seeking a Special Permit in
accordance with Section 6.3 of the WethersfieldidgiRegulations to install a new LED ?as price sign
at 1855 Berlin Turnpike. Matters concerning thaglmness of the signs proposed, including but not
limited to the LED brightness, are to be addresse@iown Staff.

Second: Commissioner Hughes seconded the motion.

Aye: Harley, Munroe, Oickle, Homicki, Hughes, Martia, Dean;
Nay: None;

Vote: 7-0;

Application approved as submitted.

3.2 _PUBLIC HEARING APPLICATION NO. 1746-11-Z: Shireen Aforismo Seeking a Special
Permit in accordance with Section 3.6 to instaladditional outbuilding (pergola) larger than peted
at 185 Broad Street.

Mrs. Shireen Aforismo, 185 Broad Street, appeaeddre the Commission regarding her Application
for a Special Permit to install a 19’ x 19’ pergalhich has been approved by the Historic District
Commission. She submitted plot plans for whereptrgiola would be situated.

Chairman Harley referred to the Memo dated Septerthe?011, from Peter Gillespie, Economic
Development Manager/Town Planner and Denise Bradisyistant Planner to the Planning & Zoning
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Commission that identifies the 19’ x 19’ (361 saufoot) pergola, notes that zoning regulationsvallo
for 200 square feet or less, and indicates thatite®ric District Commission has reviewed and
approved this proposal.

Chairman Harley inguired and Mrs. Aforismo indightbat lighting for the proposed structure has not
yet been determined.

Chairman Harley and Commissioner Homicki indicéteat Mrs. Aforismo would return to Town Staff
regarding lighting for the proposed structure.

Commissioner Oickle inquired and Mrs. Aforismo icatied that the proposed structure will be
constructed above the existing patio. The exigbaiip, which is made of pavers, was recently edeen
and will accommodate the proposed structure.

Commissioner Hughes inquired and Mrs. Aforismo ¢atkd that the bushes along the carriage house

have been moved and relocated to the front of tbpgsed structure and that vines may be grown on
the top portion of the structure for shade andgmywpurposes.

PUBLIC COMMENTS :

Mr. Bill Wurts, 49 Robbinswood Drive, appeared refthe Commission in support of this Application.
He described the proposed structure, as well asitth@vhere it will be situated, as “beautiful”.

Motion: Commissioner Homicki made a motion to el@JBLIC HEARING APPLICATION NO.
1746-11-Z Shireen Aforismo Seeking a Specid?ermit In accordance with Section 3.6 to install an
additional outbuilding (pergola) larger than petadtat 185 Broad Street.

Second: Commissioner Dean seconded the motion.

Aye: Harley, Munroe, Oickle, Homicki, Hughes, Mastia, Dean;
Nay: None;

Vote: 7 —-0;
Public Hearing was Closed.

COMMISSION COMMENTS :

Commissioner Oickle commented favorably regardimggdroposed structure.

Motion: Commissioner Oickle made a motion to appr®UBLIC HEARING APPLICATION NO.
1746-11-Z Shireen Aforismo Seeking a SpecidPermit in accordance with Section 3.6 to Install an
additional outbuilding (pergola) larger than petettat 185 Broad Street.

Second: Commissioner Homicki seconded the motion.

Aye: Harley, Munroe, Oickle, Homicki, Hughes, Martia, Dean;
Nay: None;

Vote: 7 -0;
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Application approved as submitted.

4. OTHER BUSINESS:

4.1 APPLICATION NO. 1719-10-Z Julie Mackie — Request for an extension of the timeframe for
permit approval in accordance with Section 10.1.6f.5he Wethersfield Zoning Regulations at 15+19
Jordan Lane.

Motion: Commissioner Oickle made a motion for anpie approval extension of one (1) year pertaining
to APPLICATION NO. 1719-10-Z Julie Mackie — Request for an extension of the timeframe for

permit approval in accordance with Section 10.1.6f.5he Wethersfield Zoning Regulations at 15+19
Jordan Lane.

Second: Commissioner Hughes seconded the motion.

Aye: Harley, Munroe, Oickle, Homicki, Hughes, Mastia, Dean;
Nay: None;

Vote: 7-0;

Request for Extension of Time, Granted.

4.2 Status of the Update of the Plan of Conservatidde&elopment.

5. MINUTES —August 16, 2011 meeting minutes.

Commissioner Oickle noted the following correctiaaghe Minutes from the August 16, 2011 Planning
& Zoning Commission Meeting: Page 8 in the ladlt faragraph and in the second to the last line, th
words “headlight, into the restaurant” are to béetde, and the words “drive-up” are to be inserted.
Pages 4-6, 9, 12, 14 and 15 in the voting sectidwte: 11-0;” should be changed to “Vote: 9-Gahd
Commissioners Dean and Fazzina should be remowedtfre vote. Pages 11-14 in the voting sections,

“P]/ote: 10-0;” should be changed to “Vote: 9-0ahd Commissioner Fazzina should be removed from
the vote.

Motion: Commissioner Oickle made a motion to approventhrutes, as corrected.

Second Commissioner Homicki seconded the motion.

Aye: Harley, Munroe, Oickle, Homicki, Hughes, Mantga, Dean;
Nay: None;

Vote: 7-0;

Minutes approved as corrected.

6. STAFF REPORTS:

Mr. Gillespie mentioned Town Council approved tv&) (eferendums for addition to the November
2011 ballot. He noted site preparation work isemay at the Silas Deane Shopping Center for the
Panera Restaurant, and a new Thai restaurant rsngpi the shopping center. He also noted a chain
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restaurant may be opening at the site formerly pieclby Humphrey’'s Bar & Grill, but paperwork has
not been filed.

7. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON GENERAL MATTERS OF PLANNIN G AND ZONING:

There were no public comments made at this meetilagjve to general matters of planning and zoning.

8. CORRESPONDENCE:

8.1 Connecticut Conference of Municipalities — Munidigdanagement Bulletin regarding New
Requirements for Subdivisions and Site Plan Bonds.

9. PENDING APPLICATIONS TO BE HEARD AT FUTURE ME ETINGS:

9.1 PUBLIC HEARING APPLICATION NO. 1747-11-Z Town of Wethersfield Seeking a Zone
Change in accordance with Section 10.1.G of theh®fsfield Zoning Regulations from B Residence to
TC (Town Center) Business District Corner of Soreeasd Silas Deane Highway (Savage Park).

Commissioner Homicki spoke in recognition and foeekof Attorney Frederick E. Petrelli, Jr., former
Planning & Zoning Commissioner, Board of Educafid@mber, and Town Councilor, who passed
away on Tuesday, September 6, 2011.

10. ADJOURNMENT:

Motion to adjourn at 7:50 PM — by Commissioner @gck

Seconded — by Commissioner Hughes.

Aye: Harley, Munroe, Oickle, Homicki, Hughes, Mariga, Dean;
Nay: None;

Vote: 7-0;

Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Ellen Goslicki, Recording Secretary
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