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[NOTE: These minutes are made available to the public prior to Youth Advisory Board acceptance.]

Wethersfield Youth Advisory Board
Meeting held: October 4, 2007

Name Present Absent Excused Absence

Michael Cain  X  

Steve Cook/Jim Collin X   

Donna Forrest X   

Olivia Fortunato X   

Mary Ellen Gregorio X   

Debra Hammer   X

Melissa Hoon X   

Ryan Jordan X   

Steve Kirsche   X

Nan Lamm X   

Susan Miller X   

Ryan Peluso X   

Barbara J. Ruhe X   

Nancy Stilwell X   

Kathy St. Onge X   

Kaitin Taylor X   

The minutes began at 7:03 pm on Thursday, October 4th, 2007.

DSYS Update:

Staff: Matt Waugh, new Youth Counselor, has fit well into the new position.

Update: There will be no Stuff-a-Bus until Spring 2009. The middle school staff who normally lead this activity will
be on maternity leave.

Grant: Nancy Stilwell talked to Superintendent Colhagan about applying for an after school grant. This could possibly
enable the youth employment program to be a year-round program. Other ideas for the grant include: tutoring,
homework help, a focus on retention, job skills and computer skills. A needs assessment was also drafted for the
Superintendent.

Tri-town Leadership Forum: Banquet held September 27, 2007 was successful.

YAB Update:
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Youth and Government: Ryan Peluso spoke with Superintendent Colhagan. The Superintendent noted he was happy
to have students come to BOE meetings. They are the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month at 7:30 at Silas Deane
Middle School. Two youth members on the board agreed to attend the meetings.

Police Youth Report: We are awaiting the police department to appoint a new representative.

Prom Dresses: Planned for Weds. Feb. 6th, 2008 in the WHS lecture Hall from 2 pm into evening. Olivia Fortunato
obtained a gift certificate from Bijoux Rose. This will be raffled off. Any student who donates a dress will receive a
raffle ticket. Melissa Hoon dropped off a container at the high school to hold any dress donations. Nancy will contact
Avon representative regarding co-sponsoring next prom sale. Ryan Jordan is submitting blurbs to Wethersfield Life,
Wethersfield Post and the school announcements to advertise for donations. Barbara Ruhe will look into possible
advertising on channel 14.

Rock the Library: to be discussed in November.

Ideas for Fundraising: Melissa Hoon requested a donation from Dick's Sporting Goods for a radar gun to create a
"check your baseball pitching speed booth" at Wethersfield fairs, etc. It was denied as application needed to be
submitted 3 months prior to the event. Discussion held regarding $140 cost of radar gun. Question of looking into a
possible discount and purchasing the radar gun with YAB funds.

Other Business:

Connecticut Area Substance Abuse Council (CASAC): They have contacted Melissa Hoon. Nancy noted DSYS
receives an annual grant from them. This grant helps fund the ROPE program. CASAC would like YAB members to
attend their meetings. Melissa asked for volunteers to attend meetings.

Barbara Ruhe discussed having the Connecticut Asset Network come to a YAB meeting to do a presentation on the
services they have to offer (helping communities look at their assets and build upon them). Barbara will contact them
about presenting at an upcoming meeting.

Financial Report: approximately $1500

Meeting adjorned at 7:53 pm.
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