WETHERSFIELD ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
PUBLIC HEARING June 28, 2010

The Wethersfield Zoning Board of Appeals held aljputearing on June 28, 2010 at
7:00 PM in the Town Hall Council Chambers, 505 Seeane Highway, Wethersfield,
Connecticut.

PRESENT: Thomas J. Vaughan, Jr., Vice Chairman
Bruce T. Bockstael
George McKee
Daniel M. Logan, Alternate
Frank Dellaripa, Alternate
Sheila Hennessey, Alternate

ABSENT: Morris R. Borea, Chairman
Matthias DeAngelo

Also Present: Steve Lattarulo, Assistant Building Official
Fred Valente, Building Official

Vice Chairman Vaughan, Jr. opened the meeting0@PMN. There was no one from the
audience who wished to speak.

Vice Chairman Vaughan, Jr. stated that they wiltddeng the Applications out of order;
they will be hearing Application # 6037-10 firdbeh close the hearing and go into Public
Meeting to vote on this Application.

APPLICATION NO. 6037-10 Tibor Kovacs, appealing the decision of the Chief
Building & Zoning Official for interpretation of past variance for the keeping of
pigeons and enclosures not having the requireccltat 91 Fairview Drive, south side,
A Zone. (83.5.4).

Tibor Kovacs, 91 Fairview Drive, Wethersfield, CiidaBill Sousi, American Racing
Pigeon Union, 91 Tolland Green, Tolland @ppeared before the Board appealing the
decision of the Chief Building & Zoning Official cenpast variance.

Mr. Kovacs stated that he received a letter froemtbwn stating that there was a
compliant regarding the pigeons. He stated thaebeived a variance back in 2003 to
keep the pigeons. He presented to the Board @opetvith 32 signatures in favor of his
variance.

Mr. Sousi stated that it appears there must haga beme confusion regarding the
previous variance that was approved and the Byl@ifficial states there is a 30 pigeon
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maximum. He stated that the Commission had as&ediig the coop had to be; it was
answered that you needed one square foot per pitemmefore, a 30 square foot loft
could hold 30 pigeons. The Board approved a 80Xoft with two stories, at 120’ per
story. He stated there was nothing in the variaibmit the number of birds only the size
of the coop.

Mr. Sousi stated that the basis for the appeahdirig is simple — a loft size was
approved that can sustain 200 plus pigeons; Mrakkewloes not have anywhere near
that many pigeons, but a loft was approved thakdcbald that many pigeons. He stated
that pigeons do not fall under livestock. He stdteat he feels the 30 pigeon limit came
out of some notes; and that it is not practicdldee only 30 pigeons on a racing team.
He stated that you have to understand that theadbend to have to stay at a limit does
not seem reasonable.

Vice Chairman Vaughan, Jr. stated that he and Cssiamier Bockstael were here during
that previous application in 2003. He stated lleatemembers there being an issue with
the coops being in disrepair and that they weragyto be repaired and made to look
nicer. Mr. Kovacs stated that he did do that; agdhat he had a blueprint which he
brought to Mr. O’Connor and it was approved. Heestaverything has been ok; but
now, he doesn’t know why or what happened, buhkighbor at 97 Fairview Drive
complained, however, his mother signed the petitidiavor of the application.

Commissioner Bockstael stated that at the timé®ldst hearing you stated that you had
30 pigeons; the question was asked what woulditeeos$ the facility need to be to
support 30 pigeons; and at the time, the docuntfewed that you had a 6’ X 10’
structure; so | made the comment that this cousilyeaupport 50 pigeons. He stated that
the hearing back then supported the 50 pigeonsydauindicated at the time that you had
30 pigeons, so that is probably why the 30 pig&oit.|

Mr. Sousi explained about the sport of Pigeon Raaimd how it is somewhat like horse
racing; he explained about the different typesigépns and how they are not your
common everyday pigeons; adding that some of thigg®ns are imported and quite
expensive. He stated that some pigeons are ndeasesl; adding that usually there is a
limit on the number of birds you release at any tome.

Commissioner Bockstael stated that he feels the issnot the number; unfortunately at
the time of the hearing back in 2003 the numbeat\itere used were somewhere
between 30 and 50 and that is why the Building éospr landed on this number. He
stated that at the time Mr. Kovacs never mentidhat his intent was to have 100 plus
pigeons or this Board may have in fact approvet tha it was never mentioned. The
issue here is that the Building Inspector stategbtothat your approval is based on a
certain number and you have now exceeded that numidlie. Sousi questioned that isn’t
it a fact that in the same discussion it was meeticthat you need 1 square foot per
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pigeon and then it was approved for 120 squaré feet

Vice Chairman Vaughan, Jr. stated that one oftipelations is that there must be a plan
submitted to and approved by the Building Departingmat the time of the hearing we
did not have the information of the size of thegodSo, if Mr. O’Connor approved the
coop at that size then that is what it is; buhathearing we did not know the size.

Mr. Kovacs stated that he never lets out more 8tapigeons at a time. Commissioner
Bockstael stated that right now we are dealing wWithnumber of pigeons that was
previously approved.

Mr. Sousi stated that he feels the paperwork @der to support the number of birds
that Mr. Kovacs has. He stated that if there age@oblems they can discuss it and
rectify it; maybe by limiting the number of birdeihg released or whatever the problem
may be.

Vice Chairman Vaughan, Jr. questioned if Mr. Koviaad more land would this be an
issue. Mr. Lattarulo stated that the zoning retjhs are based on the square footage of
the land.

Commissioner McKee stated that he is a little ceafland questioned if the issue is the
number of pigeons he now has. Mr. Sousi statathé does not know; the number of
pigeons is not on the application; it just says 8tawere in the notes. Commissioner
McKee confirmed that their contention is that witle@ variance was initially granted
there was no limit on the number of pigeons arisl liteing questioned as to why the
Building Inspector has placed a number limit onthaance. Mr. Sousi stated that this
was correct; explaining what square footage is eédor a healthy bird, and the amount
of square footage that was approved, adding tiettes not support only having 30
birds. Commissioner McKee confirmed that his éssuthat the Building Inspector put a
number on the variance which should not be 30 hséd on the size of the structure
which you are well within the limits of. Mr. Sout®nfirmed that this was correct.

Commissioner Dellaripa stated that he has anagel of the property and questioned
where the coop is; stating that he cannot tell beedhere are a lot of structures in the
back. Mr. Kovacs showed him on the photo wherectaps are kept.

Mr. Sousi submitted to the Board the actual pl&as were approved by the Building
Inspector.

There were no further questions or comments fraarBibard.
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The following audience members wished to speakwoif of this application:

1.

Mary Ann Botticello, 189 Beverly Road, WethersfieCT —
she stated that she is a friend of the family dreteo has
birds. She stated that when she was showed tkemigpops
she seen that it was kept very clean and they maraoisy at
all. She stated that he takes very good careeshiladding
that he is a very responsible bird owner.

Violet Frajko, 190 Beverly Road, Wethersfield, €Bhe stated
that she is Mr. Kovacs sister and she wanted to Stupport
for her brother. She stated that he has receiv&doface
prizes in racing pigeons and she hopes that he@amue to
do this hobby as he has done it since he wadealitty.

Ms. Meg Kovacs, 20 Woodland Road, Rocky Hill, EEhe
wanted to state that she is in support of her fatding that
he takes very good care of the birds and they ang v
important to him. She stated that they are aninmaégjbe a
different breed for a residential area; but theyarimals.

The following audience members wished to speakpposition to this application:

1.

Gail Damelio, 104 Fairview Drive, Wethersfield, Ehe
stated that the pigeons are fine; they fly arouhccwvis fine;
but her concern is how is it enforced; and whaés
limitations; if | decide to have show pigs can Vadhat as well
or 75 cats, would that be ok. The issue is heapgsoved for
30, then what 240, and then 550, etc. What idirtéation

and how is it enforced.

Vice Chairman Vaughan, Jr. and Commissioner Boekstated that there are limitations
and enforcement; that is why we are here now. Cigsianer Bockstael stated that there
are livestock regulations.

Commissioner McKee stated that there certainlyiangations; that is why there are
ordinances. He stated that this Board is hereakenexceptions to a rule and we can put

a number on it.
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2. Carol Gray, 97 Fairview Drive, Wethersfield, Gshe stated
that he was previously granted a variance for geqs;
however today he is housing approximately 75 piged®he
stated that because he is over on this variancéeskethat it
should not be upheld. She stated that this cuuamnce is
bothersome to her; stating that these birds lankdeomoof.
Adding that because of these pigeons she canndteause
backyard and family and friends do not like to cammer
because of these birds; stating that when the bielseleased
they fly and circle around and around like a sdeom the
Alfred Hitchcock movie The Birds. She stated entladly
that these birds should not be allowed in a residen
neighborhood. She submitted to the Board a petftom 5
surrounding neighbors in opposition to this appica

Commissioner Dellaripa read the petition into tbeord and confirmed there are 5
signatures from neighbors opposed to this apptinati

Vice Chairman Vaughan, Jr. stated for the recoatl ey are not rescinding any
previous motions from in the past; that is not wthét application is for.

3. Mr. Gregory Ryan, 46 Holly Lane, Wethersfield, Ehe
stated that his backyard abuts Mr. Kovacs propdfg.stated
that it is difficult to stand up and be againsiegghbors life
passion. However, he stated that he moved in akyears
ago because it was zoned as a residential neigbddrdnd had
a trust that the Town would allow that zone to car¢. He
stated that it is difficult to explain to guestdyavare eating on
the deck, not to worry, these pigeons will not defe like
other pigeons do. He stated that this is a resislen
neighborhood and should continue to be zoned dersal
neighborhood without exceptions.

Commissioner McKee questioned how often the pigemeseleased and swoop around
the property. Mr. Ryan stated that he is not heerg often and works all day; however,
he knows it is several times a week; recently rerttd seen them as often but he did in
the past.

Commissioner McKee questioned how long they stayfaryMr. Ryan stated about half
an hour to an hour.
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4. Ms. Sandra D’Angona, 442 Yellow Brick Lane, OranG& —
she stated that she is a friend of Carol Graylse Sated she
visited her friend’s home when there were aboupig@ons
circling the property over and over again; sheestéihat she
felt she was in Hitchcock’s film The Birds; shetethshe has
never experienced an event like it before. Shedttditat when
she left the home there were droppings on her $he stated
that this is unacceptable in a residential neighbod. She
urges the Board to act responsibly and stop this.

5. Mr. Ralph Corneia, 34 Holly Lane, Wethersfield, €The
stated that he does not want to take someone’sopassay
from them but he also does not want the pigeopbrig. He
stated that he has more room for pets and childuethat does
not mean he has to have them.

Commissioner McKee questioned if he is fine withetvllr. Kovacs has now. Mr.
Corneia stated that he has learned to live witmtiraber he has now; but would not
want to see it triple.

Vice Chairman Vaughan, Jr. stated that they wilii@ voting on this application only.

Mr. Sousi entered into the record a petition ofyjhbors in favor of this application.

Commissioner Dellaripa read the petition in faved @onfirmed there were 31 signatures
in favor; adding that there were many from Fairvierive and some from other streets.

Commissioner Dellaripa read a letter from the AwreaniRacing Pigeon Union sent by
Karen Clifton, Executive Director stating that Novacs is a member in good standing;
and explained how these pigeons are not the safeeaghpigeons.

There was nothing further.

APPLICATION NO. 6036-10 Wei Hong Ng, seeking a variance to construct an
addition not having the required rear yard setlacXl Parkview Drive, west side, B
Zone. (83.7).

Wei Hong Nq, 21 Parkview Drive, Wethersfield, @hd Ms. Cavrara, 26 Walnut Road,
Rocky Hill, CT ; speaking on behalf of her father.Mavrara, who is the contractor
appeared before the Board seeking a variance s&troehan addition not having the
required rear yard setback. Ms. Ng stated thatsslees to enclose the sunroom and
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make a three season room.

Vice Chairman Vaughan, Jr. questioned how muchwafreance is needed. Mr. Lattarulo
confirmed that a 5.2’ variance is needed.

Commissioner Bockstael stated that the plan loikesthe intent is to put in a wooden
floor off the ground. Ms. Ng stated that this wasrect.

Commissioner Bockstael questioned if the structviiebe enclosed with the same
siding. Ms. Ng stated that this was correct.

Commissioner Bockstael questioned where the dooofahe room will be placed;
asking if it will go out in the rear yard or to teele yard. Ms. Ng stated that it will be
going out to the side yard.

Vice Chairman Vaughan, Jr. confirmed that they wit be going any further out into
the rear yard. Ms. Ng stated that this was correct

Commissioner Hennessey stated that last year wesex second floor enclosure
approved; and now an application for a 3 seasomreclosure; she questioned if there
will be any heat. Ms. Ng stated that there willnmeheat — this is strictly a 3 season
room.

Commissioner Dellaripa confirmed that this is bemugt with Town approvals. Mr.
Lattarulo stated that this is correct; they haye@anit.

Vice Chairman Vaughan, Jr. questioned if her nedghlare aware of this application.
Ms. Ng stated that they are and they are all firth

Commissioner Logan questioned if there will be mial windows. Ms. Ng stated that
there will be one window and one door.

Commissioner Logan questioned what the room willged for. Ms. Ng stated that it
will be a 3 season room; with no heat and no and@mning.

Vice Chairman Vaughan, Jr. questioned if she wetarh this into a 4 season room,;
would she have to come back before the Board. Littarulo stated that she would not;
but she would need to go to the Building Departntemfet the necessary permits.

There were no further questions or comments fraarBibard.
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There was no one in the audience who wished takspdavor of or in opposition to this
application.

APPLICATION NO. 6038-10 Tibor Kovacs, seeking a variance to amend a previous
variance to keep a greater number of birds (200hawing the required lot size and
setbacks, at 91 Fairview Drive, south side, A Z¢B88.5.4)

Commissioner Bockstael stated that they have ajreadrd most of this testimony.

Tibor Kovacs, 91 Fairview Drive, Wethersfield, CiidaBill Sousi, American Racing
Pigeon Union, 91 Tolland Green, Tolland @ppeared before the Board seeking a
variance to amend a previous variance to keepaegraumber of birds (200) not having
the required lot size and setbacks.

Mr. Sousi explained that if there is talk about o#img the birds he ask that it can be
done after the racing season; adding that theaeasiderable amount of money
invested in racing. He stated that the bands eritfils alone are a couple thousand
dollars. Vice Chairman Vaughan, Jr. stated thatitield think that they can make a
stipulation as far as timing goes.

Mr. Sousi educated the Board on these pigeons igedmracing. He stated that the
racing season runs from July to October; addinglireeding is done in February and
March. Mr. Sousi explained about approximately hany birds are needed to enjoy
this hobby; adding that you need at least 25 te e to breed you need 15 paired. He
explained about the mature adult race teams angbtlneg race bird teams.

Mr. Sousi stated that these pigeons can be movaddther location; like inside the
home or garage without a variance being needed.st&ted that they do not fall under
the livestock ordinance and it does not sound\lilethersfield has any ordinances
specific to racing pigeons. He stated howevet,ithmaay become a Board of Health
issue if kept inside.

Vice Chairman Vaughan, Jr. stated that they haxtaiogéy been well educated on these
pigeons and racing; however, the fact is that @sdaffect the neighbors. Mr. Sousi
pointed out that there are also 30 plus signatiuoes neighbors that are in favor of this
application and enjoy watching these pigeons.

Commissioner Bockstael stated that his dilemmhbasthis is a very dense
neighborhood; he feels that people that do thimgagrobably have a larger lot size. He
stated that because he has a small lot the birdsotgust circle over his
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property but they are flying over neighbor’s prdgetso. He stated that he is trying to
find some type of compromise.

Mr. Sousi stated that it is very hard to enforaenlamber of birds. He stated that you
can enforce the number of birds that are releasadyaone time. He stated that Mr.
Kovacs has sections and he can release them aten&m times and only so many at a
time; it is something that can be done and enfoecetihopefully a good compromise.

Commissioner Dellaripa questioned what is wrondnwidving only 30 birds. Mr. Sousi
stated that they breed; he stated that the breatiiag alone is 15 paired; and you race
with 25 birds so having only 30 is really not fédsi The least you should have is 40 to
50. If 30 were the limit he would have breedingcktonly and would have none for
racing.

Commissioner McKee questioned what happens attti@ithe season in October. Mr.
Sousi stated that the flock is considerably leddjrag that you give many away. Mr.
Kovacs stated that from November to March he nesleases the birds.

Commissioner McKee confirmed that at this time he h00-125 birds and currently 70
birds are released at any one time. He also ¢oafirthat if there were to be a limit it
would be best for them if they had until the endatober. Mr. Sousi stated that this
was correct; otherwise the birds are useless twlaene but that house; you would have
to move them in the house or kill them.

There were no further questions or comments fraerBibard.
There was no one in the audience who wished takspdavor of this application.
The following audience members wished to spealpposition to this application:
1. _Carol Gray, 97 Fairview Drive, Wethersfield, Gshe is
concerned because the original variance was fothg0,
Building Inspector stated that he had 75, and nawKkdvacs

admitted to having 100-125. She stated that megple that
signed his petition are not adjacent to his propert

2. Ms. Sandra D’Angona, 442 Yellow Brick Lane, OranGé&,—
she stated that when she was there the whole skgduark
and there had to be about 40-50 flying low. Sheestthat all
she can say is that this is not the place forttige of hobby; in
a residential neighborhood.
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3. Mr. Gregory Ryan, 46 Holly Lane, Wethersfield, €he stated
that he has received a good education and a factf have
come out. He stated that he has a problem witprnaous
variance being granted when the information wasaootirate.
He stated that the data being stated here torsgldry
enlightening and questions if in a year or two meweurate
data will come out. He also questions if thera monetary
reason for wanting these birds and racing.

APPLICATION NO. 6039-10 Naitram Adhin seeking a variance to erect a shed not in
the required yard location at 114 Dix Road, nortle sB Zone. (83.6.A.1).

Naitram Adhin, 114 Dix Road, Wethersfield, @ppeared before the Board seeking a
variance to erect an 8'X 10’ shed not in the reggliyard location. Mr. Adhin stated
that he went to the Building Department to pullearpit to erect a shed in his yard and he
was told by Mr. O’Connor that regulations requinattthe shed be placed on the right
side of the lot. Mr. Adhin stated that his hargstar this application is that this is a
corner lot. He added that there is also a stoamdin the right side of the lot and that he
gets a lot of water on that side.

Mr. Adhin presented pictures of the proposed la@taéind the location that Mr.
O’Connor was speaking of.

Commissioner Dellaripa questioned if the drain igate drain. Mr. Adhin stated that
he is not sure; it was there when he purchaseprtierty.

Commissioner Bockstael confirmed that the shedlvélbn his property and not on the
right of way. Mr. Adhin stated that this was catre

There were no further questions or comments fraerBibard.

There was no one in the audience who wished takspdavor of or in opposition to this
application.

WETHERSFIELD ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
Vice Chairman Thomas Vaughan, Jr.

Commissioner Bockstael, Clerk
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The Wethersfield Zoning Board of Appeals held aljputearing on June 28, 2010 at
7:00 PM in the Town Hall Council Chambers, 505 Seane Highway, Wethersfield,
Connecticut.

PRESENT: Thomas J. Vaughan, Jr., Vice Chairman
Bruce T. Bockstael
George McKee
Daniel M. Logan, Alternate
Frank Dellaripa, Alternate
Sheila Hennessey, Alternate

ABSENT: Morris R. Borea, Chairman
Matthias DeAngelo

Also Present: Steve Lattarulo, Assistant Building Official
Fred Valente, Building Official

DECISIONS FROM PUBLIC HEARING

APPLICATION NO. 6037-10 Tibor Kovacs, appealing the decision of the Chief
Building & Zoning Official for interpretation of past variance for the keeping of
pigeons and enclosures not having the requirecsletbat 91 Fairview Drive, south side,
A Zone. (83.5.4).

Upon motion made by Commissioner McKee secondeddigmissioner Dellaripa and a
poll of the Board it was unanimously voted thastapplicatiorBE DENIED.

APPLICATION NO. 6036-10 Wei Hong Ng, seeking a variance to construct an
addition not having the required rear yard setlacXl Parkview Drive, west side, B
Zone. (83.7).

Upon motion made by Commissioner Bockstael secobgigéflommissioner McKee and
a poll of the Board it was unanimously voted tlmég pplicatiorBE APPROVED with
the following stipulations:

1. Approved for a 5.2 ft. variance.
2. Must have a side entrance.
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APPLICATION NO. 6038-10 Tibor Kovacs, seeking a variance to amend a previous
variance to keep a greater number of birds (200hawing the required lot size and
setbacks, at 91 Fairview Drive, south side, A Z¢B88.5.4)

Upon motion made by Commissioner McKee secondeddigmissioner Bockstael and
a poll of the Board it was voted by a vote of 4 tewith Commissioner Logan opposed
that this applicatioBE APPROVED with the following stipulations:

1. No more than 50 flying pigeons.
2. No more than 25 pigeons can be released at anymae
3. Must be in compliance by the end of October 2010.

APPLICATION NO. 6039-10 Naitram Adhin seeking a variance to erect a shed not in
the required yard location at 114 Dix Road, nortle sB Zone. (§83.6.A.1).

Upon motion made by Commissioner Bockstael secobgigdlommissioner Dellaripa
and a poll of the Board it was unanimously voteat this applicatioE APPROVED
as presented.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Upon motion made by Commissioner Bockstael secobgigdommissioner Dellaripa
and a poll of the Board it was unanimously voteat the minutes of May 24, 20BE
APPROVED.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS
This item was tabled.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 PM.

WETHERSFIELD ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
VICE CHAIRMAN VAUGHAN, JR.

Commissioner Bockstael, Clerk

| hereby certify that the above is a true copyhef iminutes of the Zoning Board of
Appeals on

Commissioner Bockstael, Clerk



